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A call-out re shoddy mobile service attracted a crowd in Wandella in January

On Wednesday 16 January, 57 people
from the Cobargo/Wandella area turned out
to a public meeting at the Wandella Hall
to discuss their grievances with Telstra. It
became apparent that many had had little
or no mobile service from the beginning
of December, and many had problems
with service going back longer, even if
they were within ‘line of sight’ of the Peak
Alone Tower.

Contact was made with Telstra but
unfortunately their representative was
unable to attend the meeting.

Various complaints were aired at the
meeting. A common grievance: it wasn’t

possible to talk to anybody at Telstra who
was in the country. Many people had
health issues and couldn’t phone for an
ambulance when needed. A local member
of the SES had missed call-outs.

Surveys were distributed and were
submitted to Telstra so that their technicians
could follow the problems. Telstra has
carried out some work on the Peak Alone
Tower and some people seem to be getting
better service. A lot of people are unhappy
that they still get billed for the times when
they had no service and there will probably
be another meeting soon.

There is now a Facebook page:

Telecoms Complaints—Wandella,
Cobargo, Yowrie, Dignams, Peak Alone.
Anybody can join the group and air your
frustration.

We are waiting for further
communication from the Acting Regional
Director of Telstra and hope things will
keep improving.

It seems the people of Burra near
Canberra have been experiencing similar
problems (that hit the news). Maybe a
little more ‘people power’ in our area is
needed, especially as we need mobile
communication in case of fires!

Beth Dogan

This week in Stephanie Alexander
Kitchen Garden program, the students
celebrated their amazing achievement
of winning the Cobargo Show’s Junior
Champion and First Place for the Jams
and Preserves Section (under 12 years)
for their delicious rhubarb and ginger
chutney. (see page 33)

What a wonderful way to start off a
brand new year of learning in the Stephanie

Cobargo kids win First Prize with their Rhubarb Ginger Chutney

Alexander Kitchen Garden program!
All students had a picnic with some
crackers with cheese and their
homemade chutney as a celebration
of their achievements. We will
certainly be growing some more
rhubarb to keep up with the demand
for this tasty treat!

Sarah Harding, Years 3/4
Classroom Teacher




Editorial

Ro Beaumont

‘People power’ is one of the themes
in this month’s Triangle. Many articles
feature the activities of volunteers whose
participation weave the fabric of our
community. Volunteers directly connect
and serve the people and environment
of the region and through their care and
actions enhance a rich quality of life.
The dedication of front-line firies and
marine rescue workers ensures safety,
often putting themselves at risk. Others
give through the arts in celebrating the
beauty of our precious forests, inviting
creative cameos in a poetry challenge
or musical inclusion in Bach’s 334th
birthday. Our regular festivals, Four Winds,

Letters to the editors

Tilba, Sculpture Bermagui, Cobargo Folk
Festival and a mass ukulele event keep
the pleasure rolling. Recently, in an act
of collective political power, dozens of
people met at Wandella to give voice to
discontent and lack of equality in terms of
reliable mobile service. All these actions
are fuelled by people power.

Locals act with focused energy
for sustainability and conservation like
those at The Crossing who facilitate
experiential education, those who care
for the dunes or the Eastern Curlew, an
endangered planetary traveller which
stops at Bermagui. Some share through
the skills of their hands such as members

Dear Triangle,

It was a relief to read in February’s
edition that there are others who care
about the environmental impact of illegal
campers and irresponsible dog walkers.

It is sad that there are seemingly more
people who put their own selfish desires
above those of the natural environment.
Their actions show contempt for the laws
designed to protect the environment and
residents.

The NSW state law, where dogs must
be on-leash in all public areas (including
beaches) unless there is a sign notifying
a leash free area, seems to be considered
optional for many dog owners, who have
no consideration for wildlife, or other
beach users, or the law.

With a growing population and an
apparently changing emphasis from natural
to social and cultural attractions in the
Triangle area—cafes, coffee shops, events,
art galleries—I fear the influx of more
tourists and residents to the area will see
our natural environment given even less
consideration.

Bega Valley Shire Council needs
to realise funding more rangers is of
paramount importance to maintain our
precious, valuable natural environment.
Perhaps more people also need to speak
out about offences such as illegal camping,
irresponsible dog owners, litterers etc.

Locals and newcomers who think,
because they live here, they can do what

they want, need to realise how special
our area is. Otherwise the Sapphire Coast
will end up like the Far North Coast
and Noosa, where beaches and nature
are now much degraded and secondary
to built environment. Frantic human
activity results in a diminished lifestyle for
residents who have chosen to live here for
the very reasons that are now being eroded
by uncaring people.

Name and address withheld

Cobargo Preschool has had a happy start
back for Term 1. The children have been
enjoying nature play in their beautiful
garden which has been full of fruits to
harvest and share.

of the Men’s Shed. A special gift of living
in the Triangle region is the generous spirit
of the Indigenous community sharing
their wisdom, skills and truth-speaking.
Students at Cobargo PS are being taught
Dhurga, a traditional language of this land,
and techniques of dot and line art. The
recent Survival Day event at Bermagui
creates the space for all people to come
together and learn history and culture
through the experiences of First Nations
peoples.

These expressions of people
strengthen the inter-connectedness of our
community.

Guidelines for contributors

Thanks for your local stories and
photos! We love them and they make
the Triangle our very own. Just a few
tips for submitting stories and photos...

1. Stories should be 300 words
maximum except by prior arrangement.

2. Photos should be sent as separate
JPG attachments — not embedded
into your story. Please send the original
digital photo, uncompressed, so we
have as large an image as possible to
work with. Please include a caption for
your photo at the bottom of the article
it accompanies.

3. Send all articles as WORD or
other TEXT documents.

4. Please do not send posters or
flyers! We cannot reproduce or insert
them. Instead, write a few paragraphs
about your event and include the date,
time and venue in that. And attach a
photo if you have one.

5. Have a think about a headline
for your story. Believe us, we’re usually
quite braindead at the end of our
editorial meeting and can only come
up with lame puns and cliches. Don’t
leave it to us!

6. Deadline is 22nd of the month.
Any questions at all, please email us

contributions@thetriangle.org.au

Check it out on our website:
www.thetriangle.org.au

DISCLAIMER

The opinions expressed by contributors to the newspaper are their own, to a greater or lesser degree, and do not
necessarily reflect those of the editorial team. Whilst striving to accurately report the news and views of the read-
ers, this newspaper accepts no responsibility or liability for statements made or opinions expressed. All letters to
the editor must be signed and include the writer’s full name and address if they are to be considered for publication.
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The
Disengaged
Populists

They trample over
common sense

and blindly seek to fly —
(perhaps in naive
recompense?)

for a life-consuming lie.

Their credulity is chilling,
with its cliché-riddled
dreams,

and its aftermath is spilling
into catastrophic themes.

They see simple answers
as a fix

for complex social needs,
with their smug and
mindless box of tricks

to scatter barren seeds.

They stand for everything
that’s wrong

in our confused and
crowded age,

and we must find a
different song

to soothe their futile rage.

lan McFarlane, January 2019

Ian lives in Beauty Point.
His new chapbook of poems, Lost
Cathedrals, is available online from

www.ginninderrapress.com.au.

Editor’s note:

A chapbook is a type of street
literature printed in early modern
Europe. Produced cheaply, chapbooks
were commonly small, paper-covered
booklets, usually printed on a single
sheet folded into books. The term
“chapbook” is also in use for present-
day publications, commonly short,
inexpensive booklets

Thumbs UP

To the
Bermagui Surf Life
Saving Club for doing
such a wonderful job
with their Same Wave
program. It is great
to see the kids enjoying their time on
the sand, relaxing in the waves and
interacting with other children and
adults. The volunteers, both young
and old, really go out of their way to
ensure everyone has a non-threatening
and fun time.

To the Cobargo Folk Festival.
To the performers, organisers and
volunteers who bring this wonderful
event to our community. We all gain so
much. Thank you.

Thumbs DOWN

To whoever
removed the posters
for the ‘Malumba’
CD launch at the
Windsong Pavilion
last month.

To the local
businesses which advertise regular
opening hours but when you phone
or call by there is nobody there and
no explanation or advice. This is
particularly rife in Bermagui! If business
is so slow that nine-to-five doesn’t seem
justified then settle on more restricted
hours. But when you have advertised the
hours, be there—or at least provide an
excuse and apology, plus an assurance
of when you WILL be there! Can’t be
bothered? Well, 'm clear on just how
much you value my custom and good
will! The Triangle spruiks shopping
locally. Why should I?

Over 100 advertisers every
month can’t be wrong!

Advertise your business in

The Triangle
Call 6493 8369
0407 047 404

advertise@thetriangle.org.au

Who does the work

The Editorial Committee

Linda Sang (President)

Sarah Breakey (Vice President)
Carolyne Banados (Secretary)
Bhagya (Treasurer)

Rosemary Beaumont

Ann Maree Menager

Kathy Wilson

Advertising

Book advertising space by ringing
6493 8369 or 0407 047 404 or email
advertise@thetriangle.org.au

Layout & Design

Linda Sang, Bhagya & Debbie Worgan
Accounts

Email: treasurer@thetriangle.org.au
Post accounts to:

PO Box 293, Bermagui NSW 2546
Phone: 6493 8369

Area Contacts

Bermagui: Carolyne Banados, Ann Maree
Menager bermagui@thetriangle.org.au
Cobargo: Rebecca Blunden
cobargo@thetriangle.org.au

Quaama: Bhagya
quaama@thetriangle.org.au

Tilba: Stuart Absalom
tilba@thetriangle.org.au

Printing: Excell Printing Pambula
Accounting Services: Fredrick Tambyrajan
Distribution Service: Linda Sang

Distributed by Australia Post and
available from:

Bermagui: 777 Supermarket, Visitors
Centre, Library, Post Office, Blue Wave
Seafoods, Bermagui Country Club, Bermi’s
Beachside Takeaway, Shell Bermagui
Central Tilba: Post Office, ABC Cheese
Factory, Tilba Sweet Spot, Tilba Winery
Cobargo: Post Office, United Petrol, Well
Thumbed Books, Black Wattle Gallery,
Bowerbird Op Shop, Cobargo General
Store

Narooma: Information Centre, Library,
BP station

Quaama: General Store

Tilba Tilba: Tilba Nursery

Wallaga Lake: Merrimans Land Council,
Montreal Store

Deadlines

Advertising: 12pm, 19th of each month
Editorial: 12pm, 22nd of each month
Advertisers please note that an extra fee
may be charged for initial ad layout.

Letters to the editor

All communications should be forwarded to:
Email: contributions@thetriangle.org.au

Postal address:

The Editors, The Triangle

PO Box 293, Bermagui. NSW 2546
ABN: 75 182 655 270

The Triangle is a community newspaper.

Its aim is to provide information and news
to the people in the Triangle area - the area
bounded by the three mountains (Gulaga,
Mumbulla and Peak Alone). The committee
comprises volunteers who donate their time
and expertise for the benefit of our readers.
The Triangle is financially self-sufficient
through advertising income. This is a tight
budget and prompt payment of accounts is
appreciated. The Triangle is published every
month except January and has a circulation
of 1800, boosted during holiday seasons so
there’s enough for visitors.

www.thetriangle.org.au
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Cobargo Conversations

Cobargo kids experience Indigenous art and language

We are very fortunate to have talented local Indigenous
artist Natalie Bateman come and deliver Indigenous art and
language workshops with the students this term. Each class
will learn some Dhurga language that the local Yuin people
traditionally use, as well as produce some Indigenous art.

The students learnt that the letter combinations from
the Dhurga language can be pronounced differently from
the English sound associated with the same letters. There
are even combinations of letters that feature in the Dhurga
language that do not feature in the typical spelling structure
of the English language at all. Very interesting learning
and discussions took place, and many thanks to Natalie for
explaining the answers with such great examples!

Natalie then guided the students to create dot paintings
and line paintings featuring an Australian native animal of
their choice, as well as features of the natural environment
such as the sun, handprints and footprints.

In the following art and language session with Natalie,
the students learnt how to paint with ochre and were shown
how to grind ochre from a rock-like consistency to a powder.
Students ground the ochre onto another hard rock and
then added water to turn it into a paint-like consistency.
Students learnt that Aboriginal tribes used the red ochre as
war paint, and the white ochre for
ceremonies.

Natalie then taught the
children about traditional
Aboriginal symbols, such as those
for meeting places, fireplaces,
rivers and waterholes.

The students then used a
combination of these designs as
well as their knowledge of the
native animals from the week
before to paint with ochre onto a
rock that will be on display in our
school garden, near the entrance
of the school.

We would like to thank
Natalie for coming to our school
and sharing her knowledge with
us.

Jody MacRae

Marley with her ochre painting

o

Mike Roberts (AMT)
Reiki + Swedish, Therapeutic & Seated
Neck & Back Massage

See us at the Tilba Markets each Saturday

0407 464 086

for a ‘FREE’ 10 minute seated Reiki or massage
Located in Downtown Mystery Bay, NSW
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Cobargo Conversations

This month’s community doco tells Her Story

The next monthly community
documentary, Her Sound Her Story—
Celebrating Women in Australian Music,
will be screened at 3.30 pm on Sunday, 17
March at the Old Cobargo Butter Factory.

Her Sound Her Story, by Michelle
Grace Hunder and Claudia Sangiorgi
Dalimore, is a captivating documentary
that showcases over 40 women from
across five decades of Australian music,
celebrating their achievements and impact
on the industry. More pressingly, it also
addresses how the inequities of the
industry have impacted them.

Its unique narrative brims with rage,
strength, beauty and triumph: a powerful
dialogue that extends beyond the music
industry to ask, “Where do we want
women’s voices to sit in the world today?’
Featuring conversations with beloved
artists including Tina Arena, Julia Stone,
Renée Geyer, Jen Cloher, Mojo Juju,

2
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Her Sound Her Story showcases over 40 women from across five decades of Australian music.

Simona Castricum, Sampa the Great,
Emma Donovan and many more.
Filmmakers Michelle and Claudia’s
passion and drive to document these women
is not only to celebrate their achievements,
but to inspire future generations of young
women to achieve greatness themselves.

Trailer: www.vimeo.com/266087797.
Website: www.hersoundherstory.com

Coffee and tea provided (bring your
own mug). To cover the costs a $5 donation
is much appreciated. Please come in
big numbers to keep more documentary
screenings possible!

Brigade thanks Cobargo community

The Cobargo Rural Fire Brigade is
pleased to acknowledge the support and
cooperation of the Cobargo community
over this summer period, both in observing
general fire restrictions and generously
supporting the Brigade’s fundraising
efforts in January.

The Brigade also acknowledges
the Cobargo business community for
its continuing generous support through
donations of goods and services for our
Christmas Eve and New Year raffles.
The New Year raffle has been drawn and
winners notified by phone, but if you have
any queries please contact our secretary
(number below).

There have been relatively few
wildfire incidents over the last month, but
the Brigade has been called to several fires

caused by lightning strikes.

Several Cobargo units were also
called to support the Bermagui brigade
with a serious house fire which saw
the premises damaged extensively, but
fortunately no injuries were sustained by
either home owners or attending crew
members.

The continuing intermittent rainfall in
our area is welcomed and has relieved the
immediate wildfire danger, however land
owners are reminded not be complacent—
Fire Restrictions continue.

We are pleased to have inducted a
number of new members into the Brigade
recently, with several more applicants
serving their probationary membership
period. It is also pleasing that several of
our newer members have completed their

heavy truck driver training and passed their
license tests.

In other news, our Senior Deputy Max
Niemeier was deployed to Tasmania for a
period to assist with the recent extensive
bushfires there.

Anyone considering joining the
Brigade and experiencing the rewards of
volunteering and helping to protect and
serve our wonderful Cobargo community
will be welcomed.

For more information please contact
Secretary/Treasurer Lisa Ayliffe on 0429
936 476, or simply come to one of our
fortnightly training nights at the Cobargo
Fire Station, Wandella Road, Cobargo. Our
next training nights are Thursdays 14 and
28 March from 7 to 9 pm.

John Walters

or call for our daily menu

Curry Bunga
Eat in or take-away

Come and try authentic Indian meals.
Curries prepared with fresh spices and herbs
using mostly local produce.
Gluten-free, dairy-free, vegan &
vegetarian choices available.
Check our Facebook page for more information
Ph: 6493 5915
16 Bunga St, Bermagui BYO. Eftpos
Facebook page: Curry Bunga

Plus

SEFNTRAL TILRA My

Our own 'crsey mi”<, checsc, yogurt & cream.
cal icé cream, jams an
coffee and

Milk, ogurt, cream and man
more styjles of cheese made on'site

Open viewing into the factory

ABC

Cheese Factory

37 Bate St, Central Tilba
02 44737387
www . tilbarealdairy.com

reserves,

ilkshakes.

www.thetriangle.org.au
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Cobargo Conversations

Bach open house play-in at Cobargo School of Arts Hall

In March 2019 it is JS Bach’s 334th
birthday, and around the world a global
community of musicians will unite to
celebrate his music with free spontancous
performances under the banner of Bach in
the Subways over a four day Festival. Bach
in the Subways (www.bachinthesubways.
org) is a grass-roots movement to bring
public attention to classical music.

On Sunday 24 March 2019, local
recorder ensemble Lumiere are hosting a
Bach Open House Play-in from 10 am to
12 noon at the Cobargo School of Arts Hall.
We will be playing some Bach favourites
that we have been working on and we are

We would like to thank all those who
came to the Australia Day celebrations this
year. The CWA ladies work hard to make it
a success as it is our way of saying thank
you to the community for your support.

On the Tuesday following the
Cobargo Show, Cobargo CWA held their
first meeting for the year. The conversation
was about the Show—how it was such a
success. Many of the members entered
items in the pavilion—in the flowers, the
produce as well as the cakes and preserves.
Congratulations to those who gained prizes
and thank you to those who entered.

Other members helped in the canteen,

Bach enthusiasts practising at Cobargo Hall

inviting other musicians (instrumentalists/
singers) of all ages and abilities to bring
along and play/sing some Bach pieces that
they love. Listeners are also very welcome.
You can also play along with us—
we will be playing some well known
chorales and some movements from the
Orchestral Suite Nol. Just contact me on
katejorgensonl@gmail.com or 0428 135
052 and I will send you some music (all 440
pitch and in SATB). This is a friendly, non-
judgemental space focused on celebrating
Bach and his beautiful music. And morning
tea will be provided too. So do drop in!

Kate Jorgenson

CWA News

doing their bit for the community. After all
the excitement of the Show it was back to
business, preparing for two catering jobs.
One is lunch for the Far South Group of
CWA early in March but before that we
are catering for the Cobargo Folk Festival
Induction Day for volunteers. We are
happy to support the Folk Festival which
is such a landmark event in our village.
We are getting closer to our target of
replacing the carpet in the cottage, with
generous donations from the community
and income from raffles and catering.
Thanks to Cobargo Pharmacy for their
generous donation. We are fortunate to

Ik Bln}lh} i
J.8 Tarh
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Bach back at the Cobargo School of Arts

have a quilt donated by the local Quilters
to raffle later in the year. Speaking of raffles
we were delighted to have a card from the
winner of our latest raffle who was thrilled
with her prize. Such a lovely response!
At our next meeting we are focusing
on the Country of Study this year, Papua
New Guinea. As always we welcome new
members. Our next meeting will be on
Tuesday 19 March at the CWA Cottage
on Bermagui Road, at 10 for 10.30 am.
Meanwhile members are preparing for the
Group Land Cookery and Handicraft Day
on 12 March at Bermagui Country Club.

Mary Williams

SAPPHIRE NUPULSE

END OF SEASON
SALE ON NOW

MOWERS +
BRUSHCUTTERS

PH: 6493 6479
BERMAGUI RD, COBARGO

Kitchens of Choice

Showroom and Factory
6-8 Pine Drive

Bermagui
[T 02 6493 5303 .
s [ -L_j | r—h—
Il = = ,_.r: — e
[ | =, 1 * I

Kitchens - Joinery - Wardrobes
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““STUNNING NEW LAND RELEASE
SELLING NOW "

Live the dream in
Beautiful Bermagui

¢ Fully serviced blocks “* Walk to everything

%+ Council contributions paid ¢ 20 metre frontage blocks —

% Ocean and/or Golf Course room for the boat and caravan
views ¢ Delayed settlement opportunity

House & Land Packages from $550,000

or build your own home on land from just $199,000

Contact: Grant Keeble 0418 64 0418  grant@sapphirecove.com.au
www.sapphirecove.com.au
Visit the Sales Office - 24 Lamont Street, Bermagui

Pictures are only for marketing display purposes and full inclusions should be determined at time of purchase
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Bermagui Banter

Carolyn Banados

It’s March already, and it feels strange
not being able to say something about
the Seaside Fair. There’s a big gap in
our community events calendar this year
without the Seaside Fair going ahead. Let’s
hope there are people willing to take on the
challenge of organising this much-loved
event for 2020.

March is one of the best times of
the year in Bermagui. Gone are those
hot, humid days of summer to a more
refreshing, slightly fresh change into
autumn. Some locals are saying that this
has been the hottest—or at least the most
humid—summer ever. Climatic changes
maybe, but our gardens have either loved
or hated the weather conditions this
summer season. It seems Wallaga Lake has
entered the ‘Year of the Mosquito’—with
reports from Montreal Goldfields that
visitors are being spirited away by hoards
of the little pests!

At least peace and quiet has returned
to our town after the mad rush of summer
holidays passed, although there are still lots
of tourists coming and going. At this time
of the year we see the couples coming to
enjoy our little piece of paradise, after the
frantic pace of the school holidays.

As for those who live here, well most
people have settled back into their usual
routines and activities. U3A classes are
busy teaching us one thing or another,
volunteers are busy out and about doing
what they do, ladies are lunching at local
restaurants with friends, men are back to
bowls or Men’s Shed, and mums and dads
are just happy the kids are back at school
again.

Fairhaven Community Fund Raiser

The Fairhaven community is a

The Fairhaven community gathers for cricket and a barbie on Australia Day.

close knit group of locals who love to
come together socially. On 26 January
the inaugural Fairhaven Australia Day
Cricket Match was held on a beautiful
patch of lakeside reserve in Fairhaven.
About 50 locals gathered to share food,
drink, conversations and comradery. The
tantalising smell of sausages on the barbie
filled the air, with lots of reds and whites
being passed around—well, no one had to
drive home afterwards!

The day was organised by locals
Jennie Smith and Lyn Williamson, who
used the event to circulate a donation tin
and gathered $387 for Bega Valley Can
Assist. Although not much cricket was
played, locals were enthusiastic that this
should become a regular feature on the
Fairhaven What’s On calendar.

Wallaga Lake Bridge Closure

By now, most people know about the
closure of the Wallaga Lake Bridge by

the RMS for essential repairs. Everyone
agrees that we need to have a safe bridge,
because the alternative of having no bridge
at all is way beyond comprehension. But
the closure has caused much confusion and
disruption to the local area.

In the beginning, information was
very obscure, with notices saying one thing
and large signage saying another. A couple
of complaints to the RMS soon fixed
this, but it seemed that the RMS, in their
wisdom, decided that it was adequate to
only put closure signs just before the bridge
at each end—at Akolele and at Wallaga
Lake Heights. However, it soon became
apparent that unsuspecting motorists—
including those with large caravans—were
driving all the way to the bridge, only to be
forced to do a U-turn at the closure signs.

The Bermagui Visitors Centre soon
became inundated with complaints from
many angry tourists. Later the RMS did

03/03
10/03
17/03

23/03
24/03

Tilba Valley Winery & Ale House

Come and taste test our own Tilba Valley Wines and
check out our range of craft beers on offer

All music starts at 12.30 free of charge

RSVP for table booking - BYO picnic rugs encouraged
Located off the Princes Hwy, 4km north of Central Tilba.
Phone: 4473 7308
Follow us on Facebook & Instagram for more event details

Robin Simpson 12.30pm
David Newman 12.30pm
Josh Ferguson 12.30pm
Matt Bently: night event 6pm
Stich 12.30pm

4 N
' ,?- NATUROPATH
' CENTRAL TILBA

Holistic Health Care Specialist
Herbalist, Nutritionist, Counsellor
Kate Cerrone ND, MNHAA

KLINIK VITALE
67 Maher Lane CENTRAL TILBA
TEL 44737932 A/H 0421199120

French Cafe

Breakfast, lunch, afternoon tea

266 Corkhill Drive, Tilba Tilba
4473-7084

www.facebook.com/lagalettetilba

\
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Bermagui Banter

put signs out on the highway, but
people are not able to read the full
message and still drive down to the bridge.

One thing locals are just shaking
their heads and laughing at is the RMS
advice to detour via Cobargo and ‘allow
an extra 10 minutes to your journey’. Ten
minutes! More like an extra 30 minutes
from Bermagui to Narooma!

A lack of planning? Or just some
bureaucrat sitting in an office, making
decisions from afar? Let’s hope that the
work finishes on schedule by 5 April.

Council says thanks

Bega Valley Shire Council is giving
a ‘big thumbs up’ to local residents who
have embraced the FOGO organics waste
scheme. Council have reported that there
is less than one percent contamination in
our FOGO bins, which makes Bega Valley
amongst the best FOGO collection services
in Australia!

Before FOGO, your green bins
diverted 120 tonnes of food and garden
organics from landfill every month—now
it’s diverting the same amount every single
week!

Council are also undertaking a trial,
with 50 local families, of compostable,
disposable nappies. It is hoped this trial
will find that the FOGO composting system
can handle this type and volume of waste.
The trial will also extend to the use of these
nappies in all Council childcare centres.
If successful, families will be encouraged
to use compostable nappies, which would
greatly reduce the volume of waste sent
to landfill.

Also on trial in Bermagui is a FOGO
pickup from commercial properties. This
will include food businesses, restaurants,
clubs and cafes as well as vet clinics,
butchers, newsagents and doctors’
surgeries.

The trial will conclude in April and,
if successful, will extend to the remainder
of FOGO towns in the Shire.

The Crossing does Airbnb

s 3

= ]

The beautiful enviroment to be enjoyed at The Crossing

Twenty-one years ago the Crossing
Land Education Trust and the conservation
land surrounding it was founded just
outside Bermagui. Led by Dean and
Annette Turner, their goal is guiding
young people on journeys of sustainability
and conservation. Now it’s time for the
education, inspiration and beauty of the
Crossing to be shared with people of all
ages and interests.

The Crossing Land Trust has
successfully educated and inspired
thousands of young people, who have all
contributed to the creation of The Crossing
Land. The Crossing’s achievements in land
care include over 18,000 new trees planted
along rivers in our region, Key Habitat
Identification achievements specifically
in koala habitat survey and mapping, and
a focus on conservation and sustainability
through teaching young people problem
solving, efficient design and practical
solutions with reused and repurposed
materials.

Now, some weekend and school
holiday periods will be made available

for Airbnb bookings. There are a range of
room options and combinations to suit your
holiday needs. We welcome travellers,
local visitors on a ‘staycation’, family
gatherings, interest groups and, of course,
permaculture enthusiasts!

Walk through our gardens, pick some
herbs or vegetables for your evening meal
and visit the Bermagui River. Speak with
Dean and Annette about Permaculture and
sustainable living, see an off-grid setup in
action and observe many interesting and
intriguing solutions to sustainable building
and gardening.

The profit from hosting you through
Airbnb will allow us to create more
environment leadership programs for
young people at The Crossing Land in the
future. By taking a holiday with us you will
be helping to provide more conservation
education in our region.

Go to www.airbnb.com.au/
users/206846733/listings to search options,
or call our office at 6493 3400.

Lily Donovan

THIA

TILEBA

TINY HOMES

AU STRALIAMA

The Tiny Homes Tilba team are committed
to providing tiny homes where

quality is not compromised by size. .

All enquiries welcome. =

Don't hesitate to contact us on 0414 499 458,
e-mail tinyhomestilba@hotmail.com
or visit our website at tinyhomestilba.com.au

Home

- 3k o

SPECIALISING IN AIR CONDITIOMING AND HEATING
AARON BOLLER - 0400 114 002

= All Year Round Comfort
= Mozt Cost Effective Way To Heat And Cool Your

Fast Reliable Service
Extremely Compefitive Pricing
" Fuily Trained And Licensed Technician
**Find us on Facebook and Instagram!™
~ Call today for an obligation free quote! —

ECOAIR

BATEMAMNS BAY
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Rodney at Survival Day in Bermagui

As a Djiringanj man who has lived
here all my life I’ve been wanting to do
more for my community. So three years
ago [ held the first Bermagui Survival Day.
Around 60 people attended. Now Bermagui
Survival Day has grown to over 200 people
from Wollongong to Eden who come to
listen to speeches and live music and eat
great food. Everyone enjoyed the day and I
often get pulled up in the street and thanked
for putting on a great event.

I run Bermagui Survival Day with
support from the community and local
businesses. I hope one day this event can
grow to something huge where many
people from the Far South Coast come to
join First Nations people on 26 January.
It’s an alternative to Australia Day where
people of all races can come together and
learn history and culture and hear firsthand
what 26 January means to First Nations
people.

For me it’s about coming together
to mourn for the wrongs done in the past
to my people, like the massacres and the
Stolen Generation—the kind of history that
was kept silent—and to look forward to the
future and celebrate our survival on this
land for over sixty thousand years. There
is so much history and culture to learn.
Survival Day is just another step towards
getting the public to learn that history and
culture, because it’s the oldest surviving
culture in the world and that’s something
very special.

Rodney Kelly

Dune Care off to a good start for 2019

more funding for Landcare, the umbrella
organisation for volunteers working in

Bermagui Dune Care has started off
the year with a well-attended meeting
resulting in 25 more plantings, and many
thistles, flea banes and moth vines removed
from Cuttagee Point.

Co-ordinator Karen Joynes said the
group is pleased with progress over the past
six or seven years. ‘Last year was a bit slow
as the dry made it impossible to plant, so
we are hoping, with a damp January, this
year will be wetter. This will enable more
planting and help the already established
plants to flourish.’

The group is hoping Bega Valley
Shire Council will undertake some track
work, so the revegetation area can be
expanded further east. ‘Council has been
very helpful in the past, funding plants and
materials with Community Environment
Grants. In the recent past, we’ve planted
over 330 local plants, and over 80 of those
were provided by members of the group,’
said Karen.

‘We are also pleased the forthcoming
NSW elections has elicited promises of

Some members of Bermagui Dune Care: Stuart,
John, Dave, Barbara and Davey surveying the
recently worked-over area.

Members of the group find the work
rewarding, with some eucalypts now
almost ten metres tall.

If you are interested in joining
Bermagui Dune Care, please contact me
at bermaguidunecare@skymesh.com.au.

Karen Joynes

Thank you, Bermagui Men’s Shed!

Once again the Bermagui Union
Church Trust in West Street is very grateful
to the Bermagui/Wallaga Lake Men’s Shed
for their assistance with the maintenance
of this historic building.

Just before Christmas two of the

Men’s Shed members, Jack Couche and Phil
Baldwin with Maree Selby and Michelle Craig from
the Union Church Trust

Men’s Shed members, Phil Baldwin and
Jack Couche, carried out a first class job of
preparing and painting the tea room with
paint supplied by the Trust. All this when
yet again the Men’s Shed were preparing
to give our lovely town of Bermagui a real
holiday feel by installing all their superb
Santas around town. Because of their freely
and cheerfully given voluntary assistance
we were then able to complete a floor repair
and re-carpet in time for Christmas.

Both congregations truly appreciated
their diligence and proficient work. By
leaving everything clean and tidy the
Christmas services and gatherings of the
Baptist and Uniting churches had an extra

sparkle.
Jean Gradwell
Union Church Trust secretary

PRO-ACTIVE

SAFER DRIVING

Providers of The Safer Drivers Course
for young learner drivers

Batemans Bay, Merimbula, Narooma and Ulladulla

Develop your Low Risk Driving
knowledge, confidence and
on road application

*Regular ongoing courses*
For all course dates, bookings
and information, visit
www.proactivesaferdriving.com.au
0431 869 345

A valuable experience for every
learner driver.
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Author Harry Saddler to visit Bermagui this month

Harry Saddler’s new book The Eastern
Curlew is ‘... a marvel. Tender, wise,
profound, expansive ..., according to one
critic. Saddler recounts how he followed
the journey of this iconic migratory
shorebird, the largest in the world, along
the East Asian-Australasian Flyway from
Siberia, China and Korea back to the
beaches of eastern Australia, where it
returns to the same feeding grounds for
over six months of each year to rest and
recuperate.

It flies day and night, over 20,000
kilometres each year, on its return journey,
pausing only once or twice en route to feed.
However, destruction of sensitive habitat in
East Asia has seen Eastern Curlew numbers
crash by 80 per cent in the last 30 years and
it is now critically endangered.

The Eastern Curlew even stops here
in Bermagui, as this excellent photo by a
local ten-year-old photographer shows.

Harry will talk about the Eastern
Curlew’s extraordinary migration, the
threats to its survival and his own journey
as a nature author in a free public talk
at 5.30 pm on Saturday 16 March at the

An Eastern Curlew on the Bermagui Estuary in
January. Hear author Harry Saddler speak about
this critically endangered bird in Bermagui this
month (photo: Jackie Lambert)

Bermagui Community Hall. Everyone is
welcome.

The National Trust Far South Coast
Branch is sponsoring Harry’s visit. His talk
will follow our Annual General Meeting,
which starts at 4.30 pm. Please come along
to hear what we’re doing to conserve the
natural and built environment of the south
coast, including the saltmarsh on the
Bermagui River, a rest-stop on the Eastern
Curlew’s migratory path.

Frances Perkins

Fun in the sun at Armands Beach

Armands Beach Leisure Group
invites all to come and join us for our
14th Annual Family Fun in the Sun Day at
Armands Beach on Sunday 10 March from
10 am. This is a family day for those who
enjoy some sunbathing and skinny-dipping
but also the fun games.

Recently there has been an increase
in attendances as more people discover the
enjoyment of our naked lifestyle. But you

"B BB REERERENR
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Coolagolite
Auto Spares

and Mechanical
Servicing, Repairs, Tyres, Batteries
and all your mechanical needs
and rego checks

61 Rankins Road, Coolagolite

Still servicing Mowers,

Quad bikes, trimmers etc.

www.thetriangle.org.au

can still come and join us if you are not
quite sure about shedding your gear: all
of our events are clothing-optional. And
the beach and events are always family-
oriented.

Check out our website at www.
armands.org.au and our Facebook page
(Armands Beach Leisure Group) for more
details.

Dave Bulman

A place in the sun for volunteers

Working on the Montreal Goldfield
offers adventure, cultural heritage
education, meeting local and international
people, heritage performances and so much
more for volunteers as this is a community
project created to show off the Goldfield
to the world.

But the Montreal Goldfield
Management Committee needs help.

If you are free for a few hours a
week—or more—come and join us. Come
and be part of Australian history, enjoy the
environment, or do a bit of maintenance,
or maybe a few hours of administration.
Preserve our heritage, become a guide,
help on Kids’ Days ... there is so much to
offer you! We wait for your call to Judi on
6493 4645, or Chris on 6493 4321, or any
members you know who already are part
of this great project.

Judi Hearn

Spend a few hours a week in this beautiful
environment, and help preserve our heritage.

to find out how much you could
save off your electricity bill .

At Ekonomix Sapphire Coast, we
carry out an obligation free solar
assessment to help you decide if
solar power is best you.

Save $S$ off your power bills!

Now has never been a better time

ekonomix
SAPPHIRE COAST

Proudly Servicing the Sapphire Coast — NSW Lic. No. 322967C

o Residential grid connected
Solar & Battery Storage

e Commercial grid connected
Solar Power systems

e Solar systems for dairies

e Off Grid Solar & Batteries

CALL US NOW ON
0412919 708
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Bermagui Probus’
Big Day Out

The Bermagui Probus Club had a
fantastic day trip to Cooma on Tuesday 12
February. Nineteen members and partners
left the Country Club at 8 am, stopped at
Nimmitabel for a coffee break, and arrived
at the Snowy Hydro Discovery Centre in
Cooma around mid-morning.

The Probians were fortunate to have
a tour guided by two staff members who
are in the process of formulating guided
tours and used our group as a trial run.
The guides gave an informative and
entertaining tour as they explained how the
energy system and the Snowy Mountains
Scheme work.

On a large model of the Snowy
Mountains, the guides showed where
the water was put into storage, ready to
run through the turbines to generate ‘on
demand’ electricity, and what happened to
the water after this. Then they showed us
a half hour video about the history of the
scheme and the construction milestones
over the years. We wandered through the
exhibition before having a Q&A with the
guides.

After a morning at the Discovery
Centre it was on to the Ex-Services Club
in Cooma for lunch before driving to the
Cooma Gaol Museum.

An ‘inmate’ of the jail gave us a
guided tour around the Museum, talking
about First Fleet prisoners through to
current practices. We learnt about famous
escapes, how these escapes were planned
and then how the escapees were recaptured.

We would all recommend the day trip
to see these attractions, which are both free

to enter. It was a very tired group who made
it back to Bermagui after the day’s outing.
Bermagui Probus meets on the second
Monday of the month at the Pavilion,
Dickinson Oval, at 10 am. Probus provides
an opportunity for retirees to meet on a
regular basis, enjoy outings and guest
speakers and make new friends. For more
information contact me at:
lcou6446@bigpond.net.au.

Lorraine Courtis, Probus Bermagui

Cyclists and pedestrians ask for
safety measures

A group of fifteen resident cyclists
and pedestrians has written to Bega
Valley Shire Council to express their
concerns about safety issues related to
shared pathways in Bermagui. They drew
Council’s attention to the fact that guide
posts separating Wallaga Lake Rd from
the adjacent shared pathway opposite the
Bermagui Public School grounds were
removed but not replaced during recent
roadworks. Council staff informed them
that Council is not planning to replace
the guide posts, but will instead paint a
separation line on the road.

In the view of the letter writers,
this poses an unacceptable safety risk
to both cyclists and pedestrians, many
of them local school children, using the
pathway alongside the increasingly heavily
trafficked road. They have requested that
Council replace the guide posts.

Council’s attention was additionally
drawn to the increasingly common practice
of motor vehicles, some towing trailers,
caravans or boats, driving along the shared
pathway south of the Harbour. The group
have asked that Council erect pipe frames

All Mechanical Repairs
Log Book Servicing

Tyres and Batteries
Full 4x4 Servicing
Wheel Align and Balance

* Ok ¥ ¥ ¥ X

'BERMI
AUTOS

Tuning (Petrol, LPG. Diesel)

Tyre and Wheel
Alignment Service

1 Sherwood Road Bermagui 2546
Ph: (02) 6493 5906 Fax: (02) 6493 5907

email: bermiautos@hotmail.com
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adjacent to and on either side of the ends of
each of the town’s pathways to discourage
drivers from using the pathways as roads.

Wallaga Lake Rd at the Bermagui Public School
where traffic guide posts have been removed

Quick response saves
Bermagui house

While many in Bermagui were putting
the finishing touches to their romantic
Valentine’s Day dinner on 14 February,
pagers were going off and text messages
were being received by members of the
Bermagui Rural Fire Brigade, advising of
a structure fire in Keating Drive.

Within ten minutes the first fire
truck arrived on scene, followed shortly
thereafter by a second. Crew strength was
six including three of our most recently
trained new recruits, who were responding
to their first call-out. A quick assessment
was made of the situation, tasks assigned
by senior members and the fire-fighting
commenced. The calmness of our new
recruits and the skills they exhibited
resulted in the house being saved, and
while it suffered fire, smoke and water
damage it was not engulfed or structurally
compromised. This meant that surrounding
houses and adjacent bushland were not

Elaine Bartle

Bowtech Accredited
Therapist

16 Village St
Cobargo 2550

0490 831577

CONNELLY INTERIOR LININGS
Drywall & Plastering Specialist

GRANT CONNELLY

16 Village St Cobargo 2550

0412 413 442

Drywall Plasterer License No. 556525C
ABN 40952161398
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impacted by the fire.

It is appropriate that the commitment,
the skills and the level headedness of Zoe,
Liam and Matt be acknowledged. They
were outstanding. Zoe and Liam probably
had some eager ears listening to their
stories on the bus to high school the next
morning.

A huge thank you to the RFS
crews from Cobargo and Tilba, and Fire
and Rescue NSW from Narooma. The
combined efforts of all those involved
ensured such a positive outcome.

We’d like to send our best wishes
to the property owners. We hope that the
necessary repairs to their home can be
carried out quickly so their lives can return
to normal.

Bermagui Rural Fire Brigade
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Crews assess the situation in Keating Drive. Cool
heads brought the fire under control quickly

‘Ukes’ will raise the roof
in Bermagui

This month Bermagui will host the
first Ukulele Festival on the Sapphire
Coast, bringing many local groups together
in musical harmony.

Four local groups are booked to
perform: the Quaama/Cobargo ‘Ukes
of Hazzard’, the Dalmeny Wabhinis, the
Vintage Ukes and Bermagui’s Ukalips,
with perhaps one or two more coming.
The show will open with a traditional
Hawaiian hula dancer, but will then move
on to some more toe-tapping songs from
the 60s and 70s, including music from the
Beatles, John Denver, a bit of rock and roll
and some Irish and Australian folk songs as
well. Audience participation is mandatory,
and, with an expected 50 ukulele players
in the one place, it is hoped that the finale
will raise the roof!

The Bermagui Ukulele Concert
will be held on Sunday 10 March at the
Bermagui Country Club, commencing at
1.00 pm. Admission is $5, and all funds
raised will go to Bega Valley Can Assist.
Afternoon tea will be provided. For further
information, please call Lori Hammerton

on 0459 027 308.
Carolyne Banados

own the
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Fire Brigade in search of their history

Together, the Bermagui Rural Fire
Brigade and the Bermagui Historical
Society would like to canvas the community
for stories and memorabilia to build up our
archives. To kick things off, does anyone
have memories of the occasion of this photo
and can you name the unknown firefighter
second from right? This was a costumed
event for the filming of The Bodysurfers
in 1969. In the TV programme, they were
called to a fire at the surf club, and little is
known of this in the Brigade.

Appreciating that time is precious
and we are all busy, please email to
bermaguirfd@gmail.com or dave
cotton2@bigpond.com with stories or
historical facts, and let us know if you have
photos or items to lend or donate.

Maggie McKinney and David Cotton
| . T

Bermagui firies dressed for the filming of 7/e
Bodysurfers in 1969: Steve Neilson, Bill Rowe,
Dave Garrett, Peter Lord, Clay Schlenker, ?, Chris
McKecknie. Does anyone know the identity of the
likely lad second from right?

FASHION
REVOLUTION
BERMAGLUI

2019

The beil of locol design, slow, ethical,

recycled & up-cyched fashion.

APRIL 26-27 2019
April 24 Galo Dinner
Apell 37 Foshlon Expose

www foshionrevolutionbermogul.com
info@foshionrevolulicnbermogul.com
For exhibibor enguiries: D415 117472
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