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In the News

Members of Bermagui Seasiders
Inc and their helpers have recovered
from a short break over the festive
season, and are now back to work in
earnest putting the final touches to the
towns award winning and popular annual
event.

Planned for Saturday 12th March
on Dickinson Oval Bermagui and
surrounding areas, the 14th Fair is once
again likely to exceed all previous
expectations.

There will be Non Stop
entertainment on two stages throughout
the day, and over one hundred market
stalls carrying goods guaranteed to suit
everyone in every age group are sure to
please.

A Big BBQ and drinks booth,
manned by volunteers of the Seasider’s
committee will keep the tummies full and
a special area is set aside for children’s
events.

Entry for the whole day is FREE.
So everyone can afford to bring the family
along and enjoy a wonderful day out.

The theme for the 14th Fair is
“Messin’ About in Boats” relating to
Bermagui’s rich history as a major fishing

and boating Village. The organisers
would love to see many different entries
for the street parade, no matter how big
or small, whether on foot, in cars,
trailers, utes and of course in boats.
Some participants may even like to take
on the persona of “Ratty & Mole” from
“Wind in the Willows” who also “messed
about in boats” in days gone by.

After “Blessing of the Fleet”, the
street parade will commence at 10am,
and from then until the end of the day
there is non stop fun, including helicopter
rides, carnival, live music, clowns,
magicians, pet pageant, puppet show,
vintage car displays, pipe band, and
much more.

There will also be the very
popular Marshall & Tacheci Real Estate
Sand Castle Competition, the Themed
Art Exhibition “Art In Place”,
Photographic Exhibition, Arts and Crafts
Exhibition, along with The Bermagui
Citizen of the Year and Junior Citizen.
Entry forms and information for all of
these events may be obtained at
www.bermaguiseasidefair.com or at The
Tourist Information Centre. Enter early
to alleviate problems.

Major Sponsor of the Seaside
Fair,The Bermagui Country Club, will

host a Model Boat Expo with entries
coming from right across the country, and
a Special Over 50’s Concert will also take
place at the Country Club on Sunday 13th,
with entertainers travelling from afar,
guaranteed to please.

The Fair will conclude around 8.45
Saturday evening with an amazing
Fireworks display over beautiful
Horseshoe Bay to rival those of the big
cities.

The 2011 Seaside Fair will run
alongside Canberra Day long weekend,
giving “Canberrians” the opportunity to
participate in the many and varied events
of the Fair.

Bermagui Seaside Fair is a “not for
profit community event” with over $27,000
returned to the community since the first
Fair.

So Come along and support the
Seasiders, and in turn you will be
supporting your community.

The University of the Third Age
has been a resounding success and is
now running about 20 courses for seniors,
by seniors, in Bermagui. There is a lot of
talent in the Triangle community –  U3A
taps that expertise and uses it to run and
provide meaningful learning for those
over 50 years of age. Most courses are
held in the Community Centre but some
are in tutors’ homes. More information
can be found at the Library, as well as
membership forms if you wish to join.

On Wednesday 19th January we
held our Registration Day for Term One.
Over 100 people over 50 came, enrolled
in courses and renewed their $20
membership. It is a very good deal to be
able to enrol in as many courses as you
like, all year, for only $20!

On offer are French, Spanish
(needs more people!),  Writing, Bicycle
Maintenance, The Poetry of Pam Ayres,
How to Use E bay, Cooking, Climate
Change issues, Art History, How to
Overcome Depression, Book Discussion
on My Stroke of Insight, Digital Imaging
and other courses in the areas of
computing, arts and crafts and music.

Lori Hammerton
Committee Member

Bermagui Seaside Fair ... only weeks away!

There is also a one-off Centrelink session
on retirement investment strategies.

If you’d like further general
information, contact Kerry Davies on

U3A courses a big hit with seniors
6493 4323, or if you have specific enquiries
about courses, ring Ray McLeod on
0418937475.

Participants in the Geology course on an excursion. This course was led by Ray
McLeod, a former geology lecturer who is now U3A Course Coordinator.
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In the News

During the middle week of January,
just as many were emerging from the fog
of summer holidays, Cobargo was abuzz
with the news that their GP was retiring.
As the news filtered out, the phones ran
hot with everyone wondering if the GP
would be replaced and what would happen
if Cobargo could not attract another
doctor.

The need for a GP, especially with
many older people and young families in
the town and outlying areas, was
obviously the primary concern. The
single-doctor practice in Bermagui
certainly could not fill the void.

The second real concern was the
effect on the town. Would the pharmacy
survive without a doctor? Currently
Medicare will not issue a licence for a
pharmacy in a town of less than 2000
people. If we lose the chemist we will not
get another.

The flow-on would continue. If it
were necessary to travel for a GP and
chemist to Narooma or Bega, then
inevitably there would be a loss of trade

Sue Bear

The fragility of a country town
felt in other Cobargo businesses.
Naturally, the Cobargo Co-operative,
which owns the building, is committed
to its continued use as a doctor ’s
surgery.

Early in the week the Southern
General Practice Network (SGPN) was
contacted to ascertain the assistance
this organization could give.

The SGPN is a Federally-funded
network of general practice whose role
is to support GPs and their practice staff
by assisting with recruitment, training
and practice management.

On Friday 21st January
the SGPN convened a meeting
in Cobargo with the CEO of the
Division and Dr Lee to discuss
the continuity of the Practice.  By
Monday 23rd the Division’s
Workforce Officer, Ms Sue Berry
reported to The Triangle that
negotiations were under way
and a couple of options were
being considered. Ms Berry said,
“We are working with Dr Lee
and are confident that a solution

will be found”, and Cobargo will continue
to have the services of a GP.

This issue, although close to a
solution, has brought home the financial
fragility of small towns. Support for local
businesses makes sense in a world of
ever-increasing fuel prices, and flood or
drought affected food prices.

Cobargo has always been a
“working town,” achieving much with its
strong sense of community.

Let’s keep improving services
locally and keep our town developing –
slowly - just the way we like it.

Dear Sir,
We, the undersigned, are a group of Bermagui and

district residents who regularly cycle around the town.
Several of us wrote to you on 22 March 2009 requesting

that Council  consider planning, building and maintaining
additional bicycle tracks  (shared pathways) in and around the
town to encourage the increased -  and safe - use of bicycles
by residents and visitors alike for both  recreational exercise
and to access shops, school, library, sporting clubs and the like.

We pointed out that people use bicycles only when they
feel safe to do so and that sharing the road with large cars,
many towing big boats or caravans can be a frightening
experience.

Another factor which discourages bicycle riding locally
is the attitude of some - a minority - of drivers towards cyclists.
(Cadel  Evans, Australia’s ex world road racing champion wrote
in 2009 that, in his experience, Australian motorists are the
least considerate of cyclists of any in the world.)

We are particularly concerned about bicycle safety
between the Bermagui harbour and the Bermagui road bridge. 
The road here is narrow and carries a lot of traffic, including
large trailer boats and caravans.

Could Council please urgently construct a shared
pathway for bicycles and pedestrians between and roughly
parallel to the river and the road from the harbour to the
bridge ?

Yours sincerely,

Bike tracks needed
Copy of letter sent to Bega Valley Council

Cobargo - a town worthy of our support

Ernie Bracher, Lisa Bracher, Bill Broadhead, Betty Craze, Ross Fackerell, Lois Irwin, Jan McCartney,
Peter McCartney, Doug Mein, Jack Miller, Peter Paige, Jonathan Potter, Peggy Snell, Warren Snell, Uta
van Delft, Dane Wimbush.
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DISCLAIMER
The opinions expressed by contributors to the newspaper are their own, to a greater
or lesser degree, and do not necessarily reflect  those of the editorial team. Whilst
striving to accurately report the news and views of the readers, this newspaper
accepts no responsibility or liability for statements made or opinions expressed.  All
letters to the editor must be signed and include the writer’s full name and address if
they are to be considered for publication.

Editorial
The main summer burst has been and gone by the looks of things, ie a few

hot days in between all the cloud and rain.  Am sure we all hope for an Indian
Summer to make up for what we have missed, but we still have to remind ourselves
that this time last year, we were all suffering from excessive heat and drought and
worried about fires, so enjoy this wonderful green scenario whilst it lasts.

Our far south corner seems to have been blessed with a lot of visitors over
the main summer holidays.  Whether this has resulted in good trading for the
businesses and accommodation remains to be seen and a small independent
survey has been undertaken by one of our trusty reporters which is elsewhere in
our paper.  Sapphire Coast Tourism also has a survey card which can be handed
out to visitors and is available at your local Visitor Centre.

Many of our visitors have taken part in the Bare Foot Bowls at the Country
Club and businesses are being invited to enter into a follow up to this, a competition
with good prizes so that you can support your local Country Club whilst having fun.
Over 100 visitors took part some weeks during the Christmas holidays in the
evening bowls and it was lovely to see kids of all ages having such a great time.

Our front page features the results of the much wanted and lobbied for car
park in Cobargo. It was a badly executed job. There are rumours afloat that
Dickinson Park may be destined for similar treatment. Having survived an
excessively wet summer, there can be no justification for more tar and cement in
Bermagui, and the destruction of a lovely and unique foreshore. Imagine the heat!

The Art Trail has been alive and well this summer with some excellent
exhibitions in Bermagui and on the road to Tathra.  It is great to see the Bermagui
Community Centre being used as a regular venue for small exhibitions and it is
hoped this space will be expanded with more tracking & lighting in the main hall this
year.

The commercial galleries, Ivy Hill & Narek have been supported by a small
photography exhibition by 10 local photographers at Indaba, on the Four Winds
road and the new gallery Shop7ArtSpace next to the Horse and Camel has had
some interesting mixed media exhibitions as has The Bermagui Country Club.

February is Cobargo Show month, a great little show on the 11th and 12th – get
your produce ready – followed by the open air cinema the next weekend at the
Cobargo Swimming Pool- the Empire Strikes Back – and then the finale, the Cobargo
Folk Festival on the last weekend. Programmes for both the Cobargo Show and the
Cobargo Folk Festival are around the Triangle.

See you there.
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Letters to the editor
Letters should be no more than 150 words.  All letters
must be signed by the writer and give both business
and home phone number so letters can be verified.

All communications should be forwarded to:
The Editors,
The Triangle Inc.
PO Box 2008, Central Tilba. NSW 2546
the_triangle2@bigpond.com
Telephone: (02) 4473 7927

ABN: 75182655270

The Triangle is a community newspaper.  Its aim is to
provide information and news to the people in The
Triangle area.  The committee is made up of volunteers
who donate their time and expertise for the benefit of
our readers.  The Triangle is financially self sufficient
through income generated through our advertisers.
This is a tight budget and prompt payment of
accounts is appreciated.  The Triangle is published
every month except January and has a circulation of
2000.

Thumbs Up

Thumbs Down

To the Bermagui Anglican Church, who donated part of its
Op Shop takings to the Queensland Flood Appeal.

To all those who deadhead their agapanthus before they go to
seed and escape into the bushland, and to all the Landcare volunteers
who work hard to keep our bushland pristine.

To the aesthetically challenged who think a necklace of rocks
around Dickinson Headland enhances Bermagui’s natural beauty.

Maybe they will look better when they have brown rings around them
after the grass is sprayed instead of trimmed!

To the over-zealous volunteers at Akolele who poisoned the passionfruit
vine along the lakeside track just as the crop was ripening, but didn’t bother
to cut down the thistles or agapanthus, neither of which bears fruit.  The
kids walking past were certainly looking forward to the fruits ripening – 
mindless do-gooding gone bad!  Grrr
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Sugar Mumma’s Plus

Fashion that Fits

Sizes ranging from 12 to 30

Tops, pants, skirts, dresses
casual and dressy

57a Princes Hwy, Cobargo

6493 6768

www.sugarmummasplus.com
sugarmummasplus@me.com

 It is so hot... a cool swim at the
beach would be refreshing.

So let’s load up the car and hit the
beach.

Let’s see... Towels enough for 5
persons to sit on and dry ourselves on. 
That is 10 altogether. Drinks, fill up the
water bottles, load up with snacks,
sultanas, dry biscuits, fruit.  Three types
of sunscreen, baby,toddler and adult. 
Nappies, baby wipes, nappy cream, mobile
phones, rashies, bathers, buckets, spades,
sandcastle shapes.

Get in the car and head off.  Plenty
of traffic, fill up with fuel.

Find a shady car park... I don’t think
so.... luckily we have air conditioning!  Pile
out of the car, hold the little ones’ hands,
set up the pram and load it up with the
children, bags, towels etc (see above).

Not far to the beach.... just a couple
of blocks, past a park, so a quick swing and
two times on the slide (a bit hot but not
toooo bad and we will soon be in the water
anyway won’t we?).

Only a short time now.... past the
sunburnt bodies on the sand.... the leathery
skin a good ad for the virtues of sunscreen. 
The beautiful and the used to be beautiful. 

Finally.. get to the water.  Bit
crowded but looks cool.  Waves a bit big
but should be OK.

Change into swimming gear. 
Rashies, t shirts, 3 kinds of sunscreen, hats
of course and beach surf boards.  Unpack
buckets and spades and spread out the
towels.

Ah this is the life.....
Woops.. the little ones have fallen

over in the unexpected waves.  Lots of
tears... I don’t like the beach... I want to go
home!

Babies happy... there is lots of sand

to eat and bikkies taste
better salty don’t they!!

Woops again, the
waves are bigger again and
we are floating ... towels,
bathers, takeaway coffee
cups, spades, buckets, dry
clothes all in a messy
mushy pile.

Home sounds good. 
A cool dip in the pool, sleeps
for all.

Load up the pram,
the little ones are tired and
crying but not toooo far to
the car.  How did the towels
get so heavy?  Could it be the sand and
the water? 

Too far to walk Mummy!  Can you
carry me?  And push the pram too?
Daddy has the buckets, spades, towels,
spare clothes, 3 types of sunscreen,
drink bottles, empty coffee cups,
nappies, mobile phones, bathers, baby
wipes...............................

The car at last, seats are hot, put
on towels (nice and wet but a bit sandy -
we have to vacuum the car anyway don’t
we?

Are the days before children and
carefree times a distant memory? 
When a day at the beach meant bathers,
a towel, sunscreen, a hat, book and
sunglasses and a cool drink and
icecream on the way home?

 But how do you compare the
sense of wonder, a fresh glimpse of a
forgotten long ago world when
EVERYTHING was interesting.  To stand
in the water and not see your feet...
“Where are my toes gone Nanny???  I
don’t like sharks!!  What do the ducks
doing?  I like fishing!! Can I see the man

in the cafe.  I don’t like mud!!
What about the pool Nannie, you

like a swim with me?   
I wonder if river mud has any

nutritional value? Can you get sick from
eating duck poo?

Sandy togs, not enough sleep, I
don’t like watermelon, grapes, bread,
sausages, food of any kind today but
maybe I will tomorrow.  I know you have
a year’s supply of boysenberry yoghurt
as it was your favourite yesterday. I am
sure we will be able to find a nice recipe
for boysenberry yoghurt creme brulee
for our next dinner party!  What is a dinner
party? All our friends have babies now... I
love daytime barbeques!!

The past and present combine ...
and parent hood is still the hardest
challenge and leaves all else as easy.

And one day, If you are lucky like
me, you get to do it all over again in the
form of grandchildren... and you
remember!

Reflections of a Grandma and a day at the beach.
Jane Hall

Upstairs
Bermagui Fisherman’s Wharf
Your hosts: Janinka & Bruce
www.horseandcamel.com.au
Ph (02) 6493 3410

Sunday arvo music 3 to 6pm
David Lamb - 6th,Footloose Strangers - 13th

and Callum Lamb - 20th.

Open Wed thru Sun from 2 pm to 10pm




