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This majestic stand of spotted gums is now gone.    Photo by Elizabeth Walton

Eulogy for a forest

I can’t look at this picture without 
heart-ache. To visit this valley of majestic 
giants was to be enfolded, awed in direct 
experience of the sacredness of life. Now 
this precious place is a hill of stumps – and 
the destruction is so needless.

The Corunna forest was incredibly 
beautiful. Situated between lake and sea, 
the stands of 100-year-old spotted gums 
were home to the sea-eagle, the endangered 
Swift Parrot and Masked Owl. The forest 
flanked the highway, a gateway into the 
natural beauty of our region.

From a dedicated core group, 
hundreds of residents used all legal and 
accepted means to save this publicly 
owned forest. Yet politicians held firm to 
a wildly out-dated policy which sees the 
driest continent on earth being the greatest 
exporter of woodchips—so the giants fell.

And the tragedy was needless. There 
is no future in logging or woodchipping our 
native forests. Why log native forests when 
Australia has enough mature plantations 
for our needs and excess for export? Over 
80% of timber jobs are in plantations; this 
sector is thriving. Due to mechanisation, 
there are now fewer than 140 jobs in the 
area extending from Nowra to the Victorian 
border and west to Tumut. And it’s not 
even profitable. Economic losses have 
been subsidised by the public to the tune 
of $79m over five years. 

Logging artificially increases the 
proportion of young trees. Where old trees 
produce water, regrowth forests use water. 
Young trees soak up water, drying out the 
ground and emptying the creeks, then 
transpire the moisture into the atmosphere. 
An artificially high proportion of young 

trees results in a decrease in ‘wet plants’, 
like tree ferns, that need ground moisture.

The research is clear—logging breaks 
the canopy, leaving drier, more fire-prone 
forests, endangering local communities.

And old forests are one of the major 
natural systems drawing down atmospheric 
carbon, stabilising climate. Australian 
native forests are the most carbon-dense 
of the planet. Regrowth forests hold 70% 
less carbon

The region’s natural beauty is one of 
our greatest assets. Locally, tourism is our 
third biggest employer, after health and 
education. 

It’s too late for Corunna but we can 
still hope for an outbreak of common-
sense. And we have the ballot-box.

Rosemary Beaumont
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Editorial                               Ro Beaumont

DISCLAIMER
The opinions expressed by contributors to the newspaper are their own, to a greater or lesser degree, and do not necessarily reflect those of the editorial 
team. Whilst striving to accurately report the news and views of the readers, this newspaper accepts no responsibility or liability for statements made 
or opinions expressed. All letters to the editor must be signed and include the writer’s full name and address if they are to be considered for publication.

T o  t h e 
local treasure who 
takes his  ‘motor-
p o w e r e d  z i m m e r 
frame with cutting 
b l a d e s ’ d o w n  t o 

Quaama’s Dry River walk, keeping the 
path beautifully mowed.

To drivers who slow down and 
keep an eye out for local wildlife, and 
to those that stop to get wildlife off the 
road.

To the open and honest talk by 
Paul Payten at the book launch in Well 
Thumbed Books last month, talking 
about sex, sexuality and gender, issues 
that concern us all but which nearly all 
of us are far too afraid to talk about, 
especially in public. Paul the Brave!

To the fascinating documentaries 
screened at the Butter Factory in 
Cobargo. Food for thought.

For the beauty and pure brilliance 
at the Four Winds Youth Music Festival. 
Fantastic to see that beautiful venue full 
of so much young, vibrant energy and 
talent. More, more, more!

T o 
people who don’t 
prevent their pet cats 
from killing our native 
wildlife. Keep cats in 
at night or put a bell 
around their neck. So 
sad to see a little dead spinifex mouse. 
He didn’t stand a chance.

Thumbs UP 

Thumbs DOWN 

Local heroes and heroines
Local botanist Stuart Cameron has 

recently been awarded ‘Local Hero’ 
status at the Australian Coastal Society’s 
NSW Coastal Conference for his work on 
identifying and eradicating invasive plants. 
He has coordinated groups, walking, 
weeding and collecting marine debris, 
safeguarding coastal biodiversity. United 
Nations studies relate the quality of 
an environment to community health 
and well-being and economic success. 
This being so, with many local heroes 
and heroines working across diverse 
community and environmental fields, our 
shared future looks good.

Recycling is part of the story. From 
the work of volunteers, the Bowerbird Op 
Shop in Cobargo has donated over $100,000 
to the community through a recycling loop 
of donated goods. Gardeners are embracing 
the recycling of garden excess into the new 
Council FOGO collection system, saving 
tonnes of waste from landfill and enriching 
the soil with compost. Locally, Ozharvest 
has rescued 15,000 kg from our landfill and 
delivered good food to preschools, schools 
and community centres.

Environmentally, avid bird watchers 

participated in the Annual Aussie Backyard 
Bird Count in October. This citizen science 
data informs government decisions about 
our environment, threatened species and 
wildlife. Locals monitor the ecology of 
Wallaga Lake, noting water depth and 
quality changes due to run-off from land 
use. Students at Quaama School study 
the health of Dry River by conducting an 
annual water bug survey. The good ship, 
Pelican, moored at Bermagui, conducts 
research in marine life, coral bleaching, 
and seabed surveys and mapping. 

On the forest front, local residents 
have worked creatively, tirelessly and 
peacefully trying to safeguard the 
magnificent native forest at Corunna 
for its generation of clean air and water, 
habitat for wildlife and for the well-being 
of future generations—sadly to no avail. 
Others, using koala stencils painted on 
the Cobargo-Bermagui road, are alerting 
the community that the public forests 
linking the sacred mountains of Gulaga 
and Biamanga, and the habitat for one of 
the last remnant koala populations, is slated 
for logging in the near future.

Our wellbeing is in jeopardy
We are writing as some of those who 

are meeting peacefully at Corunna Forest, 
to bring to attention our concern about the 
logging of its trees. We are anxious about 
the potential for fires for those living in 
Mystery Bay, with summer ahead of 
us—Forestry has left forest waste behind 
and a representative indicates they will 
not remove it till next winter. Scientific 
research shows that opening the canopy 
increases the intensity of the fire. Once a 
native forest is disturbed it does not get its 
fire retardant ability back for at least one 
hundred years. 

We write this as a mother and father, 
representing all parents who love their 
children and long to give them and their 
children a future—a future with fresh air 
and fresh water, the very basics of our daily 
functioning. We do not need to harvest 
native forests. We understand that various 
industries require logs, but plantations can 

provide those needs. 
We write this as counsellors, interested 

in the wellbeing of our communities. 
Without the trees our wellbeing is in 
jeopardy, certainly for our grandchildren 
to come. The trees are the lungs of our 
planet, and hold within them complex 
ecosystems that we depend on. Each of us 
is in relationship with trees in the oxygen/
carbon dioxide cycle. Without breath we do 
not exist. Trees=breath=life=future! 

At the time of writing, Corunna Forest 
has had two compartments logged. The 
machines have moved over to the shores of 
Corunna Lake and logging continues. What 
can we do—for Corunna and for all native 
forests? We can call our MPs Andrew 
Constance (6492 2056) and Paul Toole 
(NSW Minister for Lands and Forestry – 
8574 7000) and express our concerns. It 
is never too late! Let’s take action, let’s 
pursue the wellbeing of ourselves, our 
community, our children and their children. 

Letters to the editors

Take action now! Let your voice be heard: 
make a call, write a letter. 

With thanks and best wishes,
Nadine and Ed Hills 

Akolele
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Letters to the editors
The tragedy of Wallaga Lake

I write in support of Mark Dullow’s 
letter (November 2018) concerning the 
need to rethink the opening of Wallaga 
Lake.

Wallaga Lake looks good on the 
surface but it is an ecosystem that is facing 
a very bad future.

Originally the deepest point in the 
lake was scientifically measured as 60 
metres. The deepest point is now only 
20 metres, due to forty metres of mud 
from run-off of cleared farming land, and 
the historical impact of gold-mining on 
Gulaga.

There are 29 separate professional 
fishing licences for Wallaga Lake. Some of 
these licences allow fishermen from other 
parts of the state to come down here once 
or twice a year to net specific species such 
as mullet or shellfish. The economic gain 
is minimal, or non-existent in local terms, 
but the environmental price is high.

Last summer it was impossible to 
paddle a kayak without hitting jellyfish. 
An excess of jellyfish is a key indicator of 
environmental decline. Normally finfish 
eat the jellyfish spawn and this restricts 
the jellyfish population, but when finfish 
such as bream and flathead decline, the 
tables are turned and the large numbers of 
jellyfish eat the spawn of the finfish. It is 
the bream and flathead that decline, and the 
food chain is disrupted once more.

Coastal lake systems are caught in a 
bureaucratic no man’s land: Department 
of Fisheries, Department of Environment, 
Department of (Roads and) Maritime, 
Department  of  Pr imary Industry, 
Department of Tourism. Even Bega Valley 
Shire Council. Everyone wants a piece of 
their territory but no one takes care of the 
entire lake system. It’s a tragedy.

Of course Wallaga Lake is not alone. 
Lake systems from the Queensland to the 
Victorian border are pretty much in the 
same boat. I have yet to hear a word of 
concern from our local member, Andrew 
Constance.

A year or so ago, a citizen’s committee 
was formed at the request of BVSC. In 
one of Council’s reorganisations, the 
worker responsible was let go, so even that 
limited program has been abandoned. No 
communication since February. In any case 
the only work being proposed was simply 
to monitor the condition of the lake. No 
money was available for remedial work. 

The environment is being let down by 
every level of government. Changing the 
outflow of the lake so it remains open, as 

proposed by Mr Dullow, would be a good 
start to improving Wallaga Lake’s chance 
of survival.

Keith Bashford,  
Wallaga Lake.

Sending love to Corunna
Central Tilba sunrise. As I sit here 

facing the early morning sun, dew 
glistening on the tips of the new spring 
grass, I hear the near-distant sound of an 
artificial hum and the constant boom as 
another tree is felled.

My yoga prayers I send out to the 
forest, calling upon the spirits of the land, 
to come forth and shine light to Corunna, 
as its life force is under attack.

I close my eyes and send the brilliant 
pink light of love, the blue-orgone light of 
trust, the golden white light of grace and 
the emerald green of healing to the forest, 
on the wings of the spirit guides. Calling 
all to use their inner power of light and 
love and to imagine the forest—strong 
and green, full of life and vitality. To 
exercise our divine right of free will, we 
can overcome the shadow of a system that 
does not abide by the Law of the People 
and of the Land. 

To know we are powerful as one 
and as a collective, by finding that space 
of inner peace amidst the destruction 
unfolding before our eyes. This is our 
human destiny. We are being tested right 
now and every word, thought and action 
adds to the unseen ripple-effect, whether 
for the greater good or for a darker world. 
The choice is ours.

So don’t think the over spoken words 
of ‘What is the point?’ And, ‘What can I 
do?’ Every moment we are choosing, and 
in the words of Gandhi: be the change you 
wish to see in the world. So as I put my 
thoughts out for others to share, I remain in 
a state of love for the immense capacity of 
how the earth hears our voice and responds 
to our kindness and our own abilities to 
love and create, nurture and restore beauty 
to this space of love we call our home.

Sending light and love to Corunna.
Kate Cerrone, 

A huge ‘thank you’ from two 
Sydneysiders 

Growing up in metropolitan Sydney, 
my friend Fernanda Lu and I never 
imagined the possibility of working in 
regional NSW, let alone living here. But 
due to a very special teacher from Moruya 
High School, we were invited with open 

arms to live in Yowrie, then in Quaama, 
whilst we completed our seven-week 
internship for university. 

On 13 October we started our six-hour 
journey from Sydney. We came with high 
anticipation but little idea of what our lives 
would be like for the next seven weeks. 
Our adventure down here was amazing and 
life changing to say the very least. From 
the day we arrived, our perception of life 
in the country changed completely as we 
witnessed the true Aussie spirit in everyone 
that we encountered, encompassing 
everything from short ‘hellos’ to long 
conversations over Australian-Ukrainian 
dinners. 

We would like to say a huge thanks to 
Inna, Alan, Grace and Charlie for adopting 
us as their own and teaching us invaluable 
lessons of not only the ins-and-outs of  
farm life but also exemplifying what it 
means to live a truly noble life on this earth. 

We would also like to thank Sue and 
Charlotte for opening their home for us to 
live comfortably for the duration of this 
internship, Adrian and Yai for helping us 
settle into Quaama, and Paula and Mark for 
going beyond our expectations by inviting 
us over for dinner. 

And, finally, a thank you to Moruya 
High School staff and students, the Bega 
Valley and Eurobodalla community and 
region for welcoming us and allowing us 
to embrace the beauty of regional NSW. 

Una Cha 
Quaama
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Cobargo Conversations                 Rebecca Blunden               

SAPPHIRE NUPULSE  
SUMMER SALE NOW ON

PUMPS -TANKS
MOTOR CYCLES
LAWN MOWERS
BRUSHCUTTERS 

BLOWERS
PH: 6493 6479

BERMAGUI RD,  COBARGO

Quality second-hand books.
Fiction, non-fiction,

children’s books plus more.
Find us at 

51 Princes Highway, Cobargo  
(in the old Bakery)

Mon-Fri: 10am to 4pm, 
Saturday: 9am to 1pm

Cash only - we value your spending

Well Thumbed Books

A Christmas treat  
for Cobargo

Heartsong is a community choir, 
based in the Bega Valley and dedicated 
to sacred choral music. They will 
perform their Christmas Concert on 
Sunday 9 December at 2.00 pm at Christ 
Church, the Anglican church in Hoyer 
Street, Cobargo. Please come along to 
enjoy these beautiful singing voices 
and to celebrate the Christmas season. 
Afternoon tea will follow the concert. 

It’s true, most chemical reactions 
happen faster at higher temperatures, and 
it would seem that the same can be said 
for the happenings of our little town. As 
the sun progresses to its zenith, beating 
down from its basket of cobalt blue, and 
the year burns its last magnesium-bright 
moment before its ash-mouthed end… 
as we shed our clothes and our sunburnt 
skin, the pace quickens and the clock 
goes into its summertime overdrive. Spare 
minutes are filled, long days crammed with 
activity, packed like tetras in a holiday 
station wagon. People buzz with a kind of 
mania, born of the excess of light, reflected 
off sand, concrete, each other’s Polaroid 
sunglasses. Events line up, queuing in 
spaces that just yesterday echoed in their 
emptiness.

Well that’s where we’re headed 
anyway. November was a gentle warm 
up, a slow acceleration. Grey, cool, soft 
days have dominated the weeks and kept 
us at a jog. A pause, a breath, a moment of 
preparation before that inevitable, sultry, 
summer storm. Shops have filled with 
pop-ups and long term tenants alike. Ros 
has cracked out her lifetime of collectables, 
masks and thimbles and everything 
in between for a cultural museum of 
sorts at the old newsagency. There are 
throngs of cartoon chickens roosting 
and new art lining the walls where Ellie 
had once hung her beads. The crew from 
the train have now occupied what was 
(or is it still?) Sweet Home Cobargo. 
An interesting move on the town’s cafe 
monopoly board, or is it chess ...? 

Every few days I have a cheeky 
peek through the windows at the old 
supermarket and I am excited to say the 
shelves are slowly filling with goodies 
and I hope that soon we will be ducking 
in for a forgotten this or that, or a deli 
treat or a snack.

The School of Arts Hall crew has 
been busy with a night of curry spice and 

fine music to raise a few dollars for our old 
Hall. That grateful old beauty hummed 
along to the tunes by the Novellas as we 
tapped our feet and swung our children 
around on the well-worn dance floor. 

At the fun end of town the new BMX 
bike track opened with a SHA BANG! 
What a day of fast wheels and family 
fun times. All the groovers were there, 
peddling on their two wheels, or just 
chilling with a hot sausage or a fresh made 
Bahn Mi in hand. The sportsground glowed 
with happiness as its long-abandoned fields 
filled with whirling, running, screaming 
children once more and the old canteen, 
decked with bamboo and flapping bunting, 
dealt out Vietnamese street treats, fresh 
from the kitchens of SOAHhhh... Saturday. 
The day was a huge success and the next 
round of fundraising has begun, for phase 
3 of the project. Yes, what is already 
something of a sporting complex at the top 
end of our little town will have a basketball 
court to boot!

But now we are off and running into 
the hot setting sun and this is our last 
edition of the year. You could be reading 
this as you slip into your finest summer 

outfit and get pumped for a gander at Light 
Up Cobargo, or perhaps you have just one 
eye on the page as you heartily stuff that 
fat family-sized turkey. You could well 
be waving it at offending mosquitoes, as 
you swill gin and juice and count down 
to the end of the year, or perhaps as you 
sway and sigh and blearily begin the 
new one. Wishing you the silliest of silly 
seasons, however you may do it. Enjoy 
your January, hot and hazy and hopefully 
plenty lazy and see you well into the 
New Year for yet another thrilling year of 
#CobargoLyf. x

Touring postie bikes pose for a pic at the famous Cobargo Post Office
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Cobargo Conversations                                

The New Home of Cobargo Home Made Ice Cream

Opening 1 December
49 Princes Highway, Cobargo

Phone: 0418 613 771

Mechanical Mentoring
Do you have a vehicle or engine 
that needs attention? Would you 
like to learn how to fix it yourself? 
Mechanical mentoring is a community 
focused service empowering and aiding 
people to diagnose and repair engines 
and equipment at minimal cost or trade.

Call Andy  0401 268 558

Quaama/Cobargo Quilters donate to Can Assist
A magnificent quilt made mostly 

in different shades of glorious reds by 
the Quaama/Cobargo quilting group was 
raffled at their recent quilt show held on 
20 October at Cobargo’s Anglican Church. 

Spokesperson Mary Cooke said that 
the group was proud to be able to donate 
$1000 to Bega Valley Can Assist, knowing 
that all the money will remain in the 
Bega Valley to give confidential financial 
assistance to those affected by cancer. 
Visiting quilters from Eden also donated 
$50 to Bega Valley Can Assist.

With the assistance of Michelle 
Dedlefs from Bermagui Stitch Connection 
and Meg Dodson from Meg’s Quilting, 
also at Bermagui, the beautiful quilt was 
completed in time to be raffled at the 
exhibition. Winners of the raffle were:

1 s t  p r i z e :  R e d  a n d  w h i t e 

q u i l t  w o n  b y  B a r r y  A u s t i n 
2nd prize: $100 machine quilting voucher 
donated by Meg Dodon’s Machine Quilting 
Service, Bermagui, won by Maureen Teager 
3 r d  p r i z e :  $ 5 0  f a b r i c  v o u c h e r 
donated  by  Freddies  Fabr ics  of 
Cobargo, won by Shirley Toohill 
4th prize: sewing accessories donated by 
The Stitch Connection, Bermagui, won 
by Jane Gibson

A Viewers’ Choice award comprising 
chocolates and fabric was won by Linda 
Butcher with her quilt ‘Passacaglia 
Strippy’.

Lori Hammerton, representing BV 
Can Assist, accepted the money and 
presented the group with a certificate of 
appreciation which will be hung in their 
work space at Cobargo CWA rooms. 

Leanne Tett

An antidote to our noisy 
lives: this month’s doco

The next monthly community 
documentary, In Pursuit of Silence by 
Patrick Shen, will screen at 3.30 pm on 
Sunday, 16 December at the Old Cobargo 
Butter Factory. 

In Pursuit of Silence is a meditative 
exploration of our relationship with 
silence, sound and the impact of noise on 
our lives. Beginning with an ode to John 
Cage’s ground-breaking composition 
4’33”, In Pursuit of Silence takes us on an 
immersive cinematic journey around the 
globe, inspiring us to experience silence 
and celebrate the power of quiet places.

To see the trailer, search YouTube 
for ‘In Pursuit of Silence’. Coffee and 
tea is provided, bring your own mug. A 
$5 donation is appreciated. 

F o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n :  
www.cobargodocos.wordpress.com. 

Lena

Lori Hammerton from Bega Valley Can Assist 
accepting the cheque from Quaama/Cobargo 

Quilters. L-R (back) Linda Butcher, Leanne Tett, 
Barbara Cameron, Joy Masterson, Ilse Whiffen, 

Robyn Allen, (front) Lori Hammerton,  
Mary Cooke, Michele Quah

Santa made a special visit to the Country K9 Parlour in Cobargo recently to meet furry family 
members. He listened to their wishes and didn't find one naughty one amongst them. The Animal 
Welfare League Far South Coast would like to thank everyone who came along, and our sponsors, 

volunteers and hosts. Also a big thank you to our photographer, Tony Harrington.  
Cards and print sheets are ready to be picked up now from the Parlour.  

Pictured here: Mini, Mixy, Puppy, BJ, Santa, Keira, Holly.
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Cobargo Conversations                                
Slow Down In Our Town 
campaigners to meet with 

Andrew Constance 
After receiving no response from our 

letters to the people who have the power 
to stop speeding traffic, we requested the 
help of Andrew Constance, Minister for 
Transport and Infrastructure, to find out 
what he could do to make them listen 
and make the main street in Cobargo safe 
from the danger of speeding traffic. We are 
pleased to report that he has asked us to 
meet him in his Bega office to discuss this 
important issue. We hope he understands 
the terrible danger that pedestrians face 
trying to cross the main road and will help 
us in our campaign for a safe pedestrian 
crossing and safe traffic speeds in Cobargo 
Village main street.

Rebecca Blunden, Sarah Breakey, Phil 
Maughan.

Well Well Well
Cobargo District Museum is looking 

into the history of wells in the Cobargo 
village. Do you remember any of these 
wells? We are aware of a well at the 
southern end of Hillview St, one behind 
the Cobargo Hotel and one beside the 
Wandella Bridge on the school side of the 
creek. There was also a spring type thing 
behind the Cobargo pool area. 

We would love to hear your stories 
and see photos of the wells and add to the 
list, if you are familiar with these or any 
other wells in Cobargo. Please call into the 
museum, phone Vicky on 0422 377 278 or 
email cobargodm@outlook.com with your 
valued information. 

Vicky Hoyer  
Cobargo District Museum

New ‘Cat 9’ for Cobargo Brigade
Cobargo Rural Fire Brigade members 

were proud to attend an official handover 
of the Brigade’s new Category 9 fire truck 
held at Bega Fire Command Headquarters 
on 31 October.

Replacing the Brigade’s faithful 30 
year old unit, the new ‘Cat 9’ provides the 
Brigade with the latest in technology and 
fire-fighting effectiveness in a small and 
agile unit capable of handling some of the 
narrower and steeper fire trails and other 
general duties.

The new unit was officially handed 
over to the Brigade’s Captain, Mark Ayliffe, 
by the Premier Gladys Berejiklian and 
local member and Minister for Transport 
Andrew Constance, who congratulated the 
Brigade’s volunteers and their commitment 
to the safety of the community.

The Premier also thanked the area’s 
volunteers for their service and dedication 
through this year’s major fire incidents 
at Tathra and Yankees Gap Road and 

expressed the hope that the provision of 
new equipment such as the new ‘Cat 9’ 
would provide a boost to the effectiveness 
of local brigades.

The continuing good rainfall is 
welcome and has relieved immediate 
bushfire danger, however land owners are 
reminded not be complacent and that fire 
restrictions continue.

Anyone considering joining the 
Brigade will be welcomed. Please contact 
Secretary/Treasurer Lisa Ayliffe on 0429 
936 476, or simply come to one of our 
fortnightly training nights at the Cobargo 
Fire Station, Wandella Road, Cobargo. 

Our last training session for the year 
will be at 7.00 pm Thursday 13 December, 
and we will have our Christmas celebration 
on Thursday 20 December from 6.00 
pm—all members past and present and 
supporters are welcome.

John Walters

Cobargo Brigade’s new Category 9 fire truck, latest addition to the fleet

Coolagolite  
Auto Spares  

and Mechanical
Servicing, Repairs, Tyres,  

Batteries and all your mechanical 
needs and rego checks
CAll 6493 6453

61 Rankins Road, Coolagolite
Still servicing Mowers,  

Quad bikes, trimmers etc. 
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Use it! Cobargo welcomes its latest new shop —Cobargo General Store
We welcome Jane and Alfred and the 

new Cobargo General Store. Yes, once 
again we will be able to buy our deli and 
grocery items here in Cobargo without 
having to travel for our daily needs.

Opening in the old supermarket 
building, they will be stocking delicatessen 
items, local produce, groceries and their 
renowned Cobargo Ice-cream. 

It’s a huge job opening a grocery store 
… thousands of items and deciding what 
to stock with limited shelf space. Jane and 

Alfred will be doing their best to keep 
prices competitive, but don’t expect all 
the items that a large supermarket carries. 
They will be catering to the local market 
and if there is a product that you would like 
to see stocked, they will be pleased to look 
into it. They are very keen to cater to their 
community. In the same vein, they are very 
eager to stock local produce, so if you have 
any excess in your vegie garden, take it in!

Go Jane and Alfred—and thank you!
Louise Brown

Cobargo Creators Light up Cobargo!
Cobargo Creators presents the third 

annual Street Festival of Cobargo on 
Friday 7 December, from 5 pm until after 
dark. 

If you haven’t been along before 
you would have missed a grand summer 
evening of neighbours and friends spilling 
all over the pavements, shops open after 
hours, the giving tree, children racing about 
squealing, strollers and wheelchairs and 
dogs on leads, market stalls with plants, 
street food, handmade/homemade art/craft, 
and music weaving through the air. The 
firies may well be turning over a sausage 
and rumour has it that Santa will drop in 
to say hello. There will be a shopfront 
decoration competition with a prize for the 

best-dressed window. 
I f  you  have  some th ing  you 

would like to contribute, or would like 
to be involved in some way, let the 
Cobargo Creators know by contacting  
cobargocreators@gmail.com

Friday 7 December, only 18 sleeps 
till Christmas, could be a good time to 
find something local to put in the stocking. 

Come along and enjoy our village, our 
community, the lights, the summer and this 
beautiful area in which we live.

And speaking of this beautiful area in 
which we live, the Cobargo Creators will 
open their annual members’ exhibition in 
conjunction with Light up Cobargo. The 
theme this year is ‘My Aus: why I love 

living where I do’. 
This exhibition is open to members 

and non-members, the choice of media is 
yours and an entry form is available from 
the Black Wattle Gallery. 

The winner of the People’s Choice 
prize on opening night gets to pick the 
theme for 2019. 

Due to the issue of space and time 
the gallery curator and volunteers would 
appreciate you advising them of your entry 
prior to bringing it in. 

For  deta i ls ,  ca l l  Glennda on  
0408 411 956. 

Sandra Taylor

Jane and Alfred stocking those shelves

Cobargo Public School students were very excited to receive a wealth of new books to be used in 
literacy lessons. The students would like to thank The Triangle who generously donated the money 

to purchase the new resources for the school.

Cobargo Carols
Please join us at Apex Park on 8 pm 

on Monday 24 December (Christmas 
Eve) for carols and gifts for children. 

If you play an instrument and 
would like to play, please call Fiona 
Kotvojs on 0448 453 422 or Tim 
Narraway on 0402 290 170.

AT THE 777 COMPLEX 
BERMAGUI

Best quality market fresh fruit & 
vegetables twice a week

Bulk oil, flour and local honey 
Benny’s quality meats

Wild Rye & fresh bread varities
Fresh local produce and eggs

Wide variety of certified organic 
and gluten free foods.

Discounts on wholesale  
and bulk orders

OPEN 7AM TO 7PM
7 DAYS A WEEK

02 6493 4682
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DRINKING 
WATER 

Drinking water household deliveries

Brand new poly tank  Food quality stamped

Available in the triangle area

Contact Mark 

0408 167 172

COBARGO 

SAND

Jae Constable
BULK DELIVERIES
jae@nssg.com.au

PO Box 759
Narooma NSW 2546

Screened River Sand
Fill Sand

Delivering between Bega & Narooma

Ph:  0438 642 334

A BMX bonus for Cobargo
The Cobargo Skate Club is delighted 

to announce the opening of the multi-level 
BMX track on Saturday 24 November.

That the BMX track was built in just 
three weeks in October was an amazing 
effort. ‘It couldn’t have been done without 
the nearly 400 hours of volunteer labour,’ 
club member Tania Lingard said.

‘We had volunteers from 16 - 67 years 
of age raking rocks from the track, wetting 
and whacker-packing and even primary 
age children helping to grass-seed the 
outsides of the berms,’ said a very pleased 
Mrs Lingard.

Equally significant to the completion 
of the track was the 1000 tonnes of fill 
from the Dignams Creek road works, and 
the local men with their heavy machines 
who also volunteered their time.

In early 2018, the Skate Club, which 
had been responsible for the skate park 
which opened six years ago, reignited their 
plans for this recreation area for youth. The 
Skate Club’s vision had always included a 
BMX track.

‘We decided to include a basketball 
court as well, and are still fund-raising for 
that,’ said Mrs Lingard, ‘but this milestone 
is one to be celebrated!’

At last, for BMX riders, the track is 

theirs to enjoy.
The club is running a raffle which has 

as first prize a truck and truck-trailer load of 
Bermagui Blue road base, as second prize a 
beaut BMX bike, and as third prize a KC’s 
voucher for dinner at the Cobargo Hotel. 
Buy tickets at the pub, Well-Thumbed 

Books, Benny’s Butchers, the Co-op or 
the Bakery.

Thanks to an amazing crew led by 
John Farrell and Danielle Burgess.

For further information, call Tania 
Lingard on 0488 091 085 or Susan Bear, 
6493 6556.

Susan Bear and the Cobargo Skate Club

Too much excitement, Phebe and Cooper cut the ribbon and open the bike track 
Photo by Rebecca Blunden

CWA bake-off results
On Tuesday 13 November 2018 the 

bake-off known as the CWA Land Cookery 
Competition was held at Cobargo CWA 
Cottage.

Winners were:
Rich Fruit Cake – Sally Halupka
Sultana Cake - Sally Halupka
Lime and Butter Cake – Lynne Jones 

(Second – Debbie Fisher)
Date Loaf – Debbie Fisher
Donna Latter Chocolate Cake – 

Debbie Fisher
Honey Jumbles – Lyn Lawson

Steamed Fruit Pudding - Lynne Jones
Gluten Free Lamington Fingers – 

Debbie Fisher
Petticoat Tail Shortbread – Debbie 

Fisher (Second – Ann Holub)
Jams, Pickles & Relish – Strawberry 

Jam – Anne Holub
Jams, Pickles & Relish – Pickled Pear 

– Debbie Fisher (Second – Sally Halupka)
The next step is to enter the Group 

Cookery Competition held in March next 
year.

Cobargo hosted the CWA Group 

Council Meeting on 26 November 2018 at 
the CWA Cottage. We are in the planning 
stages of a community high tea. There will 
be croquet, shuttlecock, punch, sandwiches 
and cakes. Lynn Lawson is our croquet 
expert and actually knows how to play. 
More on that later.

Our Light Up Cobargo Stall is coming 
together. Pickles, plants, and lots more will 
be available on the night.

Helen Carmody 
Publicity Officer
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The Bowerbird hits 100!
No, not 100 years … Only three and a 

bit years old but thanks to the committee, 
volunteers and community, the Bowerbird 
Op Shop has donated over $100,000 to 
date into the local community, with more 
to come.

The Bowerbird’s model is a positive 
cycle. People donate their excess goods to 
us, we display them in our shop and folks 
come in and go 'Oooh! I’ve been looking 
for one of those!' The funds accumulate 
until every three months,we give it away to 
those community groups who have applied.

The recipients are too many to list, 
but when you pop into the shop, check out 
the board behind the counter to see some 
of who have benefitted.

The committee is proud to be a part 
of such a positive and uplifting project that 
is from the community, to the community 
and for the community. Thank you to all!

Ros Hewitt

From the community, to the community and for 
the community …  $100,000 in donations  

in just over three years

Cobargo now has a new veterinary 
service thanks to Ben Tett’s Cobargo 
Veterinary Services. Ben grew up on a 
dairy farm in Galba and always had a 
strong passion for care of livestock and 
companion animals. 

Completing a Bachelor’s degree 
in Veterinary Science and Veterinary 
Biology at Charles Sturt University in 
Wagga Wagga, Ben has gained invaluable 
skills and experience in care for all 
animals. Working in numerous state-of-
the-art facilities alongside industry-leading 
veterinarians, including he has further 
refined knowledge in the latest veterinary 
surgical and medical  techniques. As a 
dairy farmer himself, he has integrated his 
veterinary knowledge into practical farm 
production, economics and management to 
provide an honest, personalised, dedicated 
and caring, affordable and client-driven 
service.

Cobargo Veter inary  Services 
provides 24/7 routine and emergency 
ambulatory care for all livestock and 
companion animals of the Cobargo 
and surrounding districts. The mobile 
service has a strong focus on livestock 
reproductive management through cattle 
pregnancy diagnosis, bull breeding 
soundness examinations (VBBSE) and 
disease management and prevention, 
calf disbudding, overall herd/flock health 
consultancy, equine dentistry and field 
surgeries. He also offers pharmaceutical 
sales and free delivery within the Cobargo 
district; referral laboratory and specialist 
services; general livestock labouring; 
community engagement and education; 
event attendance and group consultations; 
and health compliances and accreditations. 

Ben is a sole practitioner and 
member of the Australian Veterinary 
Association (AVA), Australian Cattle 

Veterinarians (ACVs), and Veterinary 
Business Group (VBG), and is working 
towards accreditation in PREGCHECK® 
and BULLCHECK® cattle schemes. He 
is also a volunteer with the NSW Rural 
Fire Service at the Cobargo Brigade, an 
Australian Army Reservist, and keen 
member of the Bermagui Cricket Club. For 
more information, to request an additional 
service or to book an appointment any day 
of the week, please contact Ben at Cobargo 
Veterinary Services on 0448 634 465.

Wandella Hall Christmas tree 
The Wandella Hall Christmas tree 

celebration is happening on Sunday 2 
December at 7 pm at the hall. There will 
be a raffle, a visit from Santa (parents/
caregivers to provide a wrapped gift for 
own child) and refreshments (please 
bring a plate of food to share). 

Contribution is $8 a family, with 
raffle tickets $2 each. See you there. 

Sharyn Wotton
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*  All Mechanical Repairs
*  Log Book Servicing
*  Tuning (Petrol, LPG. Diesel)
*  Tyres and Batteries
*  Full 4x4 Servicing
*  Wheel Align and Balance

1 Sherwood Road   Bermagui 2546
Ph: (02) 6493 5906 Fax: (02) 6493 5907

email: bermiautos@hotmail.com

Tyre and Wheel
Alignment Service

Bermi Autos’ team: 
Jim, Marg, Wayne  

and Rose
wish our valued clients a 
very Happy Christmas and 
New Year and thank you 
for your support in 2018.

We will be closed from 4pm 
December 21st and re-opening 
at 8 am on January 8th 2019

 Local Bermagui residents get prepared for the fire season

How did we get to Christmas so fast? 
It seems like the year just bolted from go 
to whoa, and here we are with the silly 
season upon us. 

Bermagui is starting to buzz with 
activity. There seems to be a lot more traffic 
in the streets and people are starting to get 
busy planning their end of year festivities. 
Some are preparing for guests over the 
Christmas holidays, others are preparing 
to leave town to visit family elsewhere. 
Businesses are making final preparations 
to welcome the hordes of visitors soon to 
ascend upon us. Love then or loathe them, 
soon our town will experience a population 
explosion of tourists and visitors who will 
bring that much-needed economic boost. 
Our ‘feast’ has almost arrived!

There has certainly been some action 
in the CBD of late. The old newsagency 
has undergone a transformation, tantalising 
passers-by with its paper-covered windows. 
Word is that She has made some internal 
changes to its layout as well. The old café 
next to the Post Office is soon set to reopen 
as Eurolicious – a European themed café/
bistro/wine bar. We will all look forward 
to another place to indulge our appetite for 
something different. Renovations to the old 
Chinese restaurant next to the bakery are 
all but finished, and soon the two shops 
will have new occupants, one being Esther 
Jane Fashion.

It’s good to see our rates at work, 
with the construction of the new gutters 
along Wallaga Lake Road. Despite all the 
disruption, it’s really looking good and, 
once finished, will make a nice entrance 
to town. But …. has anyone noticed that 
some of the driveways that were cut for 

the gutters are now a foot or so above 
them? Wonder how the owners of those 
houses are going to like having to redo 
their driveways …

Bushfire preparation 
prepare or perish!

Bermagui  Rural  Fire  Service 
members could not believe their eyes when 
people began turning up for the Bush Fire 
Preparation workshop, held on Saturday 
10 November. Members were seen quickly 
setting up more and more chairs when well 
over 100 people attended the session.

The presentation was excellent, 
presented with humour to engage the 
audience, but with some sobering facts. 
Fire plans were discussed and residents 
were given a timely warning to be proactive 
in their preparation for the coming bushfire 
season. As the presenter warned, it’s no 
good waiting till the fire is just a street 
away to start thinking about what you will 
do. Complacency has no place in a bushfire 
situation, and every resident of Bermagui 

needs to heed the advice and be prepared. 
It may never happen, but if it does, you 
need to be ready!

A big thanks to the members of 
Bermagui RFS and to U3A for organising 
this interesting and informative session.

School kids’ book launch at 
Montreal

What a delightful little book the 
children from Bermagui Public School, in 
partnership with the Montreal Goldfield 
team, have produced. The Runaway tells 
the story of children who lived on the 
Montreal Goldfield in the 1880s. It is 
illustrated with photographs of the children 
dressed up in period costume, attending 
school and playing games that were 
popular during that period of our history.

The book was launched on Sunday 
11 November at the Montreal Goldfield 
with over 60 people attending The book 
is available at the Bermagui Visitors 
Information Centre for $13.50, as is the 
first book, The Lost Joey, available for 
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$8.00. These books would make a lovely 
Christmas present for a little person.

‘Can Assist’ raises the roof in Bermagui
Can Assist, the Cancer Assistance 

Network, is committed to ensuring that 
people affected by cancer from rural 
and regional areas are given the same 
opportunities and treatment choices as 
those who live in city centres. The Bega 
Valley branch was formed in 2006 and 
since then has raised and donated over 
$600,000 to people affected by cancer 
in the Bega Valley. The service provides 
confidential, practical and financial support 
to patients and their carers who need 
assistance with pharmacy, travel and 
accommodation costs. 

Bermagui locals Lori and Gerry 
Hammerton are part of the moving force 
in raising both awareness and money 

for Can Assist. A 
total of $947 was 
raised on Sunday 
18 November at the 
concert for Can Assist 
a t  the Bermagui 
Country Club, with 
participants enjoying 
an afternoon of music 
and entertainment. 
Lori’s talents as both 

MC and singer, her sometimes suspect 
jokes, along with her newest passion—the 
ukulele!—combined to make a fun-filled 
event.

Bermagui singer Katie Callaghan, 
Ed Long, Joe Driscoll, James Buchli, 
Bermagui CWA, ‘The Ukalips’, Maggie 
McKinney and the ‘Ukes of Hazard’ all 
volunteered their talents. And who can 
forget the illustrious Murray Douch on 
his accordion, who just keeps keeping on! 
Thanks also to the Bermagui Country Club, 
who donated afternoon tea and venue hire. 

A little surprise for Lori just before 
the concert began was a call from the Dad’s 
Army Sunday Golfers to come over to 
their ‘off course refreshments’. To Lori’s 
surprise, a cheque for $1000 was presented 
by club captain Michael McCann. Dad’s 
Army and the Country Club both donated 
$500 for this worthy cause.

If you would like to donate to Can 
Assist, or if you need some assistance, 
please make enquiries with the Can 
Assist Liaison Officer on 0439 328 634. 
Donations can be posted to PO Box 329 
Bega 2550.

Carolyne Banados

CARERS   ”LOOK AFTER YOURSELF” 
(LAY) REMINDER

NDIS Plans are due for renewal in the Bega Valley.
Carers need to include planned and crisis respite  

in NDIS Plan Reviews.
Contact your preferred service provider for respite 

types and costs so that your LAY costs  
are covered in NDIS Plans.

Merry Christmas and Happy Holidays 
from Nardy House

Sunday Golf members ‘Dad’s Army’  
present Lori with a cheque for Can Assist

Ocean lake extravaganza  
to benefit Can Assist

Ingenia Holiday Park and Bermagui Men’s Shed present 
an afternoon of music and fun on the edge of beautiful Wallaga 
Lake.

On Sunday 6 January, 2019 from 4.00 to 7.00 pm at 
Ingenia Holiday Park, Wallaga Lake Road, Wallaga Lake (just 
a short six-kilometre drive from town), the Men’s Shed will 
be preparing their famous BBQ, but you will need to bring 
your own chair and drinks.

The event will raise funds for Bega Valley Can Assist, 
which provides financial assistance to people in the Bega 
Valley affected by cancer.

Thank you from the Bermi 
team

Your Bermagui Banter Team, 
Ann Maree and Carolyne, would 
like to thank all our supporters and 
readers for your kind words, your eagle 
eyes picking up our mistakes, your 
forgiveness when we stuff up and your 
constructive criticisms. 

We hope you and your families 
have a wonderful Christmas and New 
Year, and we will be back in February 
to bring you all the happenings from 
Bermagui.

December 2018.indd   11 25/11/18   11:58 pm



 The Triangle December 2018 page 12 www.thetriangle.org.au

Bermagui Banter       

CAR BOOT SALE
Saturday 5th January

Bermagui Country Club Car Park
Vendors set up from 7am 

Sale 8am-1pm

BOOK YOUR SPACE TO ENSURE
YOUR PLACE!
$20 per space

Come along and see what bargins        
are on offer!!

To reserve your car boot space
or for more information
call us on 02 64 934 340

Ozharvest food shelves are a success!
Ozharvest  del iveries  to local 

preschools, schools and community centres 
have been made much easier and healthier 
by the installation of shelving units to 
display the produce.

Big thanks go out to the Wallaga Lake-
Bermagui Men’s Shed for assembling and 
painting the shelving units. This is just 
one of the wonderful projects they have 
done for our community, including the 
making of beautiful toys available for sale 
at the Bermagui Arcade. Thanks go out 
particularly to Mark Spoehr, who has been 
a volunteer with Ozharvest for six months 
and gives his time to the Men’s Shed every 
week, and to Phil Baldwin, the president 
of the Men’s Shed.

The shelving units have been 
welcomed by Cobargo Preschool, 

Bermagui Preschool, Wallaga Lake 
Community Centre, Quaama Public 
School and Narooma Preschool. 

The work of Ozharvest by local 
volunteers in Bermagui, Narooma and 
Quaama has to date rescued 15,000 
kg from our landfill. Australia-wide, 
Ozharvest rescues over 320,000 kg of 
food from 400 Woolworths stores and 
delivers it to more than 1200 charities. 
From this month you are able to purchase 
50 cent tokens from Woolworths stores 
that will help Ozharvest deliver free meals 
to Australians.

If you would like to volunteer or 
to know more about Ozharvest, please 
visit www.ozharvest.org or email me at 
rebeccah.norman@ozharvest.org. 

Rebeccah Norman

Jack Couche, Phil Baldwin and Mark Spoehr of 
the Men’s Shed with a shelving unit for Ozharvest

Big game anglers find a ‘home’ at last
When the first marlin was hauled 

ashore at Bermagui, little did this sleepy 
little town realise the importance of this 
catch, and that Bermagui would be put on 
the map as one of the best game-fishing 
destinations in the world.

This was back in 1933. Before long, 
anglers were swarming into Bermagui. 
With the steady increase in the numbers of 
fish being caught, it was quickly realised 
that guidelines, rules and regulations 
needed to be set for the industry.

In 1936 fishermen from Victoria and 
NSW came together to form the Bermagui 
Big Game Anglers Club, with world-
renowned game fisherman and author, 
Zane Grey from the USA, as its patron.

BBGAC has continued to support 

its members, and recreational fishing in 
general, for the last 70 years. But one 
thing has been missing—a permanent 
clubhouse. Over the years, several attempts 
were made to build, lease or buy suitable 
premises to hold meetings, store equipment 
and provide a venue for anglers to meet 
socially. In the early days, the Bermagui 
Hotel—then O’Shea’s Hotel—was the 
focal point for the Club. Then a small room 
was leased from the Bermagui Country 
Club for administrative purposes, but was 
not big enough for the needs of members.

Early this year, a chance comment 
turned into a proposal from BBGAC to 
the Country Club to explore the possibility 
of leasing the downstairs auditorium on 
a permanent basis. Ron and Betty de la 

Mare, and other members of the Club, 
have turned this rather drab space into a 
functioning clubhouse, with a working 
bar area, cabinets to display trophies and 
seating for members to socialise after a 
day of fishing.

BBGAC’s mission statement is to 
promote ethical angling, conservation of 
fish stocks, and education of new members 
to guarantee the future of the sport. Today, 
over 90% of billfish, shark, tuna and other 
gamefish catches are ‘tag and release’, with 
data from retrieved tags being collected by 
the Department of Primary Industries to 
be used for research and fish monitoring.

Carolyne Banados
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OVER 10 YEARS CONCRETE EXPERIENCE
*Studio Slabs *Garage Slabs *Pathways *Driveways *Patios 

*Exposed aggregate *Colour concrete *Plain concrete

Ph 0419 571 464    Licence #323699c
Ventura.Concrete.Solutions@gmail.com
Instagram: Ventura.Concrete.Solutions

NEED a CAR?
Need a car for a day or two?   

The community car is available to borrow. 
See one of the women at 

Well Thumbed Books
or book it by phoning 

Louise on  0416 039 895 
or Linda on 0407 047 404

Local hero recognised in weed control and coastal health
Congratulations to Stuart Cameron, awarded ‘Local Hero’ 

status at the recent Australian Coastal Society’s NSW Coastal 
Conference in Merimbula. ‘We were pleased to offer the new local 
hero award to Stuart Cameron, a botanist who has done incredible 
work on identifying and eradicating invasive plants in this Shire,’ 
said Professor Bruce Thom of the Australian Coastal Society

Derek van Bracht from BVSC said it was for ‘longstanding 
dedication to our coast, coastal biodiversity and of course the 
coastal weeds project that would not have happened without you.’

The Protecting the Wilderness Coast Weeds Project, which 
Stuart established by uniting various government departments 
for funding, has resulted in weed-free Far South Coast beaches.

Twice a year for the past ten years or so, Stuart has overseen 
three Local Land Council groups, walking, weeding and collecting 
marine debris along the entire coast of Bega Valley Shire, and 
more recently a part of Eurobodalla Shire.

Thanks to Stuart and the project, Bermagui Dune Care has 
been able to undertake planting and revegetation activities since 
2009. Eucalypts planted early at Barragoot Swamp are nine metres 
tall now, and at Cuttagee are up to seven metres in height. Plantings 
have been undertaken according to the Plan of Management also 
written by Stuart. Weeds on the headland reserve such as kikuyu 
and blackberry are being shaded out while others such as moth 
vine will need ongoing work. 

Congratulations Stuart—an award well deserved.
Karen Joynes

Stuart receiving his award from Bega Valley Mayor, Ms Kristy McBain

Seawater damage to a Bermagui wetland
The heavy rains of October 2014 washed away part of the 

Bermagui River bank just downstream from the bridge (behind 
the four-knot speed sign). There was a clear danger the sea would 
get into the wetland behind.

I wrote to Council about it; they replied (8 April 2015), 
‘We recently had an erosion control expert in the area looking at 
another job and also got him to offer some remediation advice 
regarding this site. Based on this advice we have formed some 
plans and will be going ahead with these works in the near future.’

By 1 November 2017 the sea had got in and the damage 
was pretty bad. I wrote again; Council replied (3 January 2018), 
‘I have passed your enquiry on to the consultant undertaking the 
Bermagui River Coastal Management and asked him to consider 
the issue within the program. I’ll let you know the outcome of 
his assessment.’

Now the damage is extensive (see photo), but still a few 
hours work and a dozen sandbags would keep the sea out and 
let the wetland gradually recover. I think Council could find the 

money. It just seems wrong to let this attractive bushland here in 
Bermagui be degraded by the sea.

Bob Hughes

Salt damage to the wetland as of October 2018
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Bermagui Budget Storage
Secure, affordable, self storage spaces. 
Small units measure 16.4 cubic meters,  

3 x 2.4 x 2.4 m, $125 per month 
or $1250 per year if payed in advance. 

Secure, water proof, vermin proof.
0458 131 471   

bermaguibudgetstorage.com.au 

The OK Shed
All Saints Anglican Church

Wallaga St.  Bermagui
Wishes everyone a blessed Christmas

Pre loved treasurers/clothes/bargains to be found
Open Weds & Thurs 10:30am - 4pm  

Saturdays  9am-12 noon
Contacts: Nancy 6493 3136  Kath: 6493 5887

On the good ship ‘Pelican 1’
Moored at the end of the pier 

at Bermagui Harbour is Sailing 
Vessel Pelican 1. Have you 
enjoyed one of the morning sails 
to watch the whales? Or seen the 
dolphins and seals as they pop up 
alongside to see what is happening 
on the big white catamaran? By all 
accounts, this three-hour cruise 
is both educational and exciting 
for the people who have lined 
up to experience our ocean coast 
firsthand. 

Pel ican  1  i s  based  in 
Bermagui and offers whale 
watching and sunset sails. Garry 
McKechnie, skipper and director 
of Pelican Expeditions, assembled a team 
to design, build and operate Pelican 1 and 
promote sustainable use of our oceans. 
In her first year Pelican circumnavigated 
Australia and since then has worked 
primarily between South Australia’s 
King Island and the tip of Cape York 
in Queensland. Marine mammal, turtle, 
seagrass and coral bleaching surveys, 

habitat mapping, citizen science, seabed 
core sampling and community engagement 
are just a few of her activities. In particular 
she has hosted students of all ages in 
her marine education work as well as 
indigenous groups in cultural support and 
indigenous knowledge exchange programs 
with western scientists. She has also made 
several voyages into the Pacific in search 

of blue whales and to document 
the effects of climate change on 
remote communities.

Pelican 1 is owned by a group 
of educators, artists, musicians 
and business people. Their aim 
is to provide people with a closer 
connection to the ocean through 
scientific, cultural and educational 
activities. She is neither a fishing 
boat nor a tourist charter boat. 
Saltwater Projects (the not-for-
profit arm of Pelican Expeditions) 
is  the engine room of this 
organisation, engaging with the 
science community, educational 
institutions and government. They 

are funded by a mix of revenue from whale 
watching, marine research, monitoring, 
community engagement and educational 
projects, and are always looking for new 
ventures and up for adventures. If you’re 
interested please look at www.pelican-
expeditions.squarespace.com for all the 
details. 

Ann Maree Menager

Pelican 1 has hosted students of all ages in her marine education work.

Pelican 1 is based in Bermagui.  
Her crew promotes sustainable use of our oceans.

Kids’ Discovery Days
Montreal Goldfield is planning to 

bring history alive again these coming 
school holidays with Kids’ Discovery Days 
on 2 and 9 January 2019. 

From 10 am to 12 noon on both days 
there will be games, crafts, gold panning, 
stories, dressing up and other activities 
from the 1880s Montreal gold rush.

Getting a miner’s licence at Montreal’s Discovery Day

A Very Unusual,  
Educational, Beautiful,  
Relaxing Experience!

Where??

MONTREAL  
GOLDFIELD

Bermagui
Tours: 2.00 pm every day

7 km north of Bermagui on  
Wallaga Lake Rd

Cost: $7.50 pp, $5.00 
children,  

$25 family
More info:  6493 3054

Entry is by guided tour only
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Bermagui Banter                      
Koala stencils—what do they mean?

Hara Scot of Cuttagee asked The 
Triangle’s readers in last month’s edition 
if anyone else had noticed these images 
on the Cobargo-Bermagui Road, and what 
they were.

Koalas are not an everyday sight on 
the Far South Coast, even in places where 
we know they exist. 

The best place to see one is probably 
in the coastal strip of forest between 
Bermagui and Tathra. Most of this forest 
is either Biamanga National Park or the 
former Tanja, Mumbulla, Murrah and 
Bermagui (south of the river) state forests, 
protected since March 2016 as the Murrah 
Flora Reserves. 

Even so, most of us have a better 
chance of seeing one of the mysterious 
koala stencils appearing on local roads 
than seeing one of the elusive live koalas. 

The stencils are intriguing. One 
theory is that they are alerting us to 

Forestry Corporation plans to log parts of 
Bermagui State Forest outside the Flora 
Reserve. 

If so, we might expect to see more of 
the koala stencils on local roads close to the 
forest listed for logging in weeks to come.

Harriet Swift

Reminders of sacrifice
It has been 100 years since the end of 

‘the war to end all wars’, but it was a long 
time before all surviving servicemen were 
returned home. 

A reminder is shown here: a note 
written about Tilba Tilba resident Norman 
Corkhill on the back of the picture, 
‘Returned in 1920’.

The Bermagui Historical Society 
Heritage Museum is open from 10 am to 2 
pm Fridays and Saturdays in the Bermagui 
Community Centre where you can pick 
up your 2019 historical calendar for the 
Christmas stocking. It’s also available 
from the Bermagui 777 or the Visitors’ 
Information Centre. 

Dave Cotton, Digital Archivist  
Bermagui Historical Society

 Most of us have a better chance of seeing one of 
these on the road than a live koala

Norman Corkhill in the cockpit of his  
WWI aircraft    Image courtesy of Greg Smith

His Majesty’s Australian Transport ‘Themistocles’ 
Image courtesy of Greg Smith

email: cesune@bigpond.com
phone: 0428 842 923

ABN: 20 939 362 968

Sue Cox
Owner/Manager

Cesune Park Pet Retreat
We Care for your Cats & Petite Dogs (Fur kids)

99 Harris Road
BROGO NSW 2550

Tell ‘em
you found ‘em
in the Triangle!
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My Triangle                                                                    

 Rejuvenate your garden
Deep weeding, chemical free weeding

watering and garden maintenence

Call Martin: 0448 036 584
or email: martin.gash@yahoo.com

$25 per hour

Merry Christmas  
from the

Baking Buddies
Cakes

Slices / Biscuits
Bread, Preserves

Like Grandma 
used to make!

Saturdays, 7.30am -1pm
Beside the Cobargo         

Pharmacy
PHONE

Lorraine 6493 7175
Beth 0428 696 623

Meet Nolan Mahoney and Kirsty 
Furbank—Camel Rock Surf School is 
open and here to stay! Living the dream … 
but it's a serious business—serious about 
introducing more people to the beauty 
of our oceans and hopefully a lifetime 
of fitness and respect for the sea. What a 
fantastic addition to our Triangle area to 
have our own surf school!

Nolan  came f rom Cal i forn ia 
originally, and has been an Aussie for the 
past nine years. He has studied Marine 
Biology and has always had a love of 
surfing. Kirsty was born in Wollongong 
and has been surfing since she was 12. Her 
dad lived in Cobargo for some years so 
Kirsty knew the area a little before deciding 
that this was THE place to be.

How did they become surf school 
instructors?

'We both love surfing,' says Nolan. 
'We met each other in Byron Bay on 
Christmas Eve six years ago. We had 
the benefit of working with amazing surf 
instructors at Mojo Surf School in Byron as 
well as with Josh Palmateer in his Margaret 
River Surf School in Western Australia.

'Teaching people how to surf was 

clearly our passion—we love seeing people 
fall in love with surfing. We studied to 
gain our Level 1 certifications to be Surf 
Coaches. We also have Lochie McCabe, a 
local here who is on board with our school 
as a coach too. We can cater for one-on-one 
sessions or full-size classes as well.'

So how did they end up in Bermagui?
'Each year we would “migrate” from 

Byron Bay to Margaret River along the 
coast roads. In 2017, we had bought a new 
car for our annual trip and it broke down at 
Haywards Beach. This turned out to be the 
best thing that happened to us,' says Kirsty.

'We spent several weeks figuring out 

how to get back on the road and at the same 
time found out how generous people were 
here. Surfers can be a territorial bunch 
so we were just blown away with how 
welcoming the locals were. We are always 
mindful when surfing a break to respect 
the locals on the waves. Here, we found 
the locals could not be more inclusive. We 
both felt like Bermagui had the best surf 
culture we had been in for some time. This 
is where we want to be.'

What does surfing have to offer 
people?

'With such beautiful beaches here on 
the Far South Coast, surfing is so accessible 
to everyone. We want to help people 
experience the ocean through surfing. We 
take one-on-one sessions, small groups, 
classes and plan to be open seven days a 
week all year round,' says Nolan. 

'There is nothing to compare with the 
feeling of riding a wave and being part of 
the ocean. The clean oceans and abundant 
sea life here with whales, dolphins and 
seals all around you takes surfing to a 
whole new level. 

'Everyone can surf. There are no age 
barriers! It is never too early or too late!'

Ann Maree Menager

Ring Nick or Jenny for a 
free measure and quote
0401 625 727  
or 4476 2719

Carpets, vinyls, floating floors, blinds and rugs. 
Shop local and save!

NAROOMA CARPETS 
AND BLINDS
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Quintessentially Quaama                       Bhagya                              

QUAAMA TENNIS CLUB
Invites You to

QUAAMA’S COMMUNITY CHRISTMAS PARTY
Friday- 14th of December at 5pm  

at the Quaama Tennis Courts
(NO PRESENTS necessary this year- every child will get a lolly bag from Santa)

    SAUSAGE SIZZLE, REFRESHMENTS, TENNIS, 
    KIDS GAMES, MUSIC & A VISIT FROM SANTA!

     ALL PROVIDED FOR A GOLD COIN DONATION
(Santa will be arriving at 6pm) 

Huge Christmas raffle drawn on the night!  
Feel free to bring a plate to share.
Come & join the fun for all ages!

For info, contact Beck- 0429 306 761 
(if bad weather - will move to Quaama hall)

The QPA had it all together … there 
was a Christmas Fair planned, fliers 
printed, stalls booked, jumping castle, 
crepes, doughnuts and more, then a notice 
goes out from Essential Energy that there 
would be no power that day. On a Saturday! 
And with less than three weeks' notice! 
The QPA didn’t blink. They scrambled to 
reschedule it for Saturday 1 December. 

If you’re reading this in time to attend, 
it’s well worth the visit to Quaama Hall. 
As it turns out, it’s a better date for a lot of 
folks so it’s going to be even bigger than 
first planned. Lots of Christmas presents 
on offer plus a wrapping service, all that 
yummy food, the Quaama RFB with their 
big red trucks, Santa and more. The Verona 
Classic Car Club will be back too! There 
will be a monster raffle drawn with a two 
night stay at elegant Mountain View Farm 
in Tilba as the first prize plus second and 
third prizes almost as valuable. 

Hats off to the QPA for doing this 
great work for the community and being 
so flexible when faced with this challenge. 
And did you see the highway signs? 
They’re hard to miss! Apparently there is 
a sign writer in town. Who knew? Thanks 
Mike!

So here’s a bit of news. The Gillies 
family at the Quaama Store have sold 
and the new owners have started trading. 
Welcome to Andrew and Eleanor Newton! 
Ellie’s sister Cathy will also be on the team. 
Call in and say hello. Kel Gillies is looking 
to the future and has bought himself a laser 
cutter. He tried it out by making a sign for 
the Quaama Store. Nice housewarming 
present to give to the Newtons! Check it 
out. It’s hanging on a pole in front of the 
shop that has had no job for years. Good on 

you, Kel. Looks like a fun new enterprise. 
Thank you to the whole Gillies family for 
all the hard work you put into the store 
and for serving us so well. Good luck in 
the future.

Be sure to attend the annual Quaama 
Christmas Party on Friday 14 December 
from 5 pm. It’s being put on by the Quaama 
Tennis Club and held at the tennis courts 
where you can enjoy a bit of tennis as well 
as the usual Christmas festivities. There’s 
going to be music, a lolly bag and games 
for kids, a visit from Santa and a sausage 
sizzle. No need to bring a present but a 
plate of nibbles or something sweet to share 
would be good if you’re able. Or just come 
along! A gold coin donation is all you need. 
And there's going to be a raffle drawn with 

the first prize being a family holiday valued 
at more than $1000! If the weather is bad, 
the hall is on standby so don’t let a little 
rain stop you.

Dry River Landcare have had a big 
year. If you’ve never been to the riverside, 
you really should take a walk and see 
what’s been done. It’s a fabulous asset to 
our town and this group of volunteers are 
keeping it clear and accessible for us all 
to enjoy. 

Plenty of wombat, wallaby and other wildlife 
smells along the path. Nice mowing job too.

A great way to sign off after nine years  
at the Quaama Store
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Quintessentially Quaama                       Bhagya                              
The first grant application was made 

in late 2013 with the support of 31 people 
who signed on. The first plants were put in 
adjacent to the Dry River bridge in 2014. 
There has been steady progress ever since, 
moving from there along the river track 
towards the cemetery. 

Over 1000 native trees, shrubs and 
grasses have been planted, protected by 
the same number of tree guards to keep the 
plants safe from wallabies and wombats. 
Over 2200 hours of volunteer labour has 
been put into this project in the last five 
years. As well as planting they’ve been 
weeding, mowing, slashing and clearing, 
which has been done over and over again 
as things grow. In addition to these labours, 
the group has run a propagation workshop 
using locally sourced native seeds and 
Chris Post, the Landcare officer, has 
spent many off-site hours preparing grant 
applications and doing general admin. 

The team meets to work on the track 
on the first Sunday of every month at 9:30 
am. Sometimes four volunteers arrive, 
sometimes seven. On occasion, only two! 
They would love to have new people come 
along to join them. Should this work stop, 
the walking track and access to the river 
will disappear again under honeysuckle in 
less than two years.

Evidence of the first planting is now 
clearly visible from the bridge, especially 
when driving north. A thousand thanks to 
our Landcare Officer Chris Post who has 
been steadfast and undaunted, especially at 
times when others might tremble in their 
gardening boots at the size of the task.

If you’d like more information, you 
can contact Chris on 0411 594 092 or 
dryriverlandcare@gmail.com.

And lastly for this year (like REALLY 
lastly!) is New Year's Eve! The QPA are 
doing it again, planning a great night in the 

comfort of our own village hall with 50s 
rock ’n roll band ‘The Hoops’. 

The music starts at 9 pm but feel 
free to come ahead and picnic on the 
Hall’s lovely lawn. There will be some 
food available but you’re encouraged to 
BYO whatever is it that you’d like to eat 
and drink on the night. Entry is $15, $10 
concession and for QPA members, kids are 
free. The Hoops invite you to party like 
it’s 1959! So grease your hair back, put on 
your biggest skirt and come along to rock 
'n' roll into 2019.

One Stop Farm Shop
stock feed, fertiliser, hardware, fencing, irrigation,

full nursery, seedlings, ornamentals, pots, special orders  
   52-54 Princes Highway, Cobargo    Phone:  6493 6401

Outdoor settings from $79
Indoor, unusual and rare plants

Glazed and terracotta pots
New range of kitchenware

Avanti tea/coffee accessories
Pyrolux cookware

Chasseur stoneware
December only specials  

on Kincrome tools

Summer Entertaining & Xmas Gift Ideas

A lovely picnic spot beside the water is now easily accessible
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Accountant
Fredrick Tambyrajah BSc MA MACC MIPA

Individual Tax Services
44 Princes Hwy Cobargo NSW 2550

Phone: 6493 6006  
Email: fred@itaxservices.com.au

Accountant
Barrett Tax

Chartered Accountants
& Registered Tax Agents

Specialists in personal and 
small business tax returns

Ph: 1300 651 708     www.barretttax.com.au

Alpacas
Kingdale Alpacas

Breeding stock, fleece
Graham & Jenny Froud

Dignams Creek     Phone: 6493 6409

Blacksmithing
      Galba Forge – Philippe Ravenel

Artistic wrought ironwork - Plaited iron 
Open forge with demonstration every 2nd 

Sunday of the month, 1-5pm or by appointment
www.galbaforge.com.au     Phone: 6493 7153

Building Design
Lauricella Design and Drafting

New homes, Alterations and Additions
Basix, Council Submissions etc

Phone:  0423 907 119
www.lauricelladesign.com.au

Building Services
Andrew Forbes Builder

Lic. No. 126060C
Quality design & construct – new homes and 

renovations – tailored to suit needs and budget
Phone: 0408 581 370

Building Services
Drakos Brothers Constructions
Major Projects to minor repairs 

Quality workmanship guaranteed
Lic No: 39234    Phone: 4473 7301 Jimmy

Building Services
Bermagui Bathrooms

Complete bathroom renovations
 Phone: 0411 017 677

Tietz Holdings P/L     Lic. No. 279917C

Building Services
Carpentry & Construction

New homes/extensions/alterations/decks/roof
kitchens/ stairs/sheds or owner builder assist

Phone Jake Smith 0409 991 929
Lic. No. 205250c

Building Services

EXCELSABUILD
Design/drafting/surveying/town planning

David Whitfield: 0407 695 054  
Kate Wall: 0407 413 139

excelsabuild@bigpond.com excelsabuild.com.au

Carpenter
EcoBuild Projects

Alterations, improvements or extensions, project 
management, 15 yrs experience in Aust. and OS

contact@ecobuildprojects.net
Lic No. 230291C.    Mob: 0429 891 481

Carpenter/Joiner
Timber Concepts

Quality joinery, built-in robes,  
furniture and building work.   Lic 15404C
Phone: 6493 6503   Mob: 0409 224 125 

www.timberconcepts.com.au

Computers
Computer Sales & Service

All repairs, tune ups, upgrades & networks 
New systems & laptops

Mike Power (Mpower IT Services) 
Phone: 0403 041 626

Concreting
VENTURA CONCRETE SOLUTIONS

Over ten years concrete experience
Slabs, pathways, driveways, patios

Exposed aggregate, plain and coloured concrete
Ph: 0419 571 464        Licence #323699c
ventura.concrete.solutions@gmail.com

Counselling

Relationships, children, stress, anxiety, 
depression, grief & loss, retirement issues         

Phone Ed Hills on 0411 346 563
www.lakesidecounselling.com.au

Drafting Services
Drake Designs

Plans & documents – Houses, Additions & 
Alterations, Commercial Buildings

40 years experience – Phone: 0407 939 181
Email: Geoffrey@drakedesigns.com.au

Website: www.drakedesigns.com.au

Electrical Services
Anthony Kelly Electrical 

For all your electrical needs. Reliable prompt 
service. No job too small. Fully insured. 

Guaranteed work. Lic No. 33922C
Also licensed for Data / Phone / TV Cabling

Phone: 0452 010 519

Electrical Services
HRES Electrical Services  

Electrical * Solar * Air-conditioning
Harley Ray & Elena Savchenko

0419 229 634 
hreselectrical@gmail.com

Lic 259014C   CEC: A8330620   ARC RTA: AU38859

Electrician
Smedley Electrical Services

All electrical work guaranteed.  
Level 2 Authorisation - underground/overhead 

mains connections & solar installations 
Lic. no. 95937C.   Phone Jeff  0414 425 571

Excavations
Bermagui Mini Digger Hire

1.8 ton excavator 1 m wide plus Tipper Trailer
Trenching – absorption trenches

pier & post holes – small tanks – level pads
clearing and most general excavations

Phone ‘Cappo’ (Jason Drew) on 0414 522 031

Gardening Service
General Garden Care

Pensioner Discounts
Phone Michael Pearce 

on 0401 798 626 or 6493 6856

Glazier
Bermagui Glass

All glass requirements, shower screens, mirrors, 
kitchen splash-backs, flyscreens  

and detailed glass works
Phone: 0447 224 776 or 6493 5599

Gutter Cleaning
Narooma Gutter Vacuum 
Servicing the Triangle Area

Call Tony 0417 426 379
todwyer40@gmail.com

Hair and Beauty
Miracles by the Sea 
Hair & Beauty Studio  
Barbering & massage 
safe, natural products

20 Lamont St, Bermagui   Phone: 6493 4646

Hair and Beauty
Hairdresser, Make-up artist,  

Massage therapist
SALON PARADIS

Shop 1/2-6 Lamont St  Bermagui  
Phone: 6493 3667

Handyman
Cobargo Handyman Service

For all repairs & maintenance in and 
around the home & garden

Phone Michael 0413 353 665

Hire Equipment
Bermagui Equipment and Party Hire 

DIY Tools, Party Hire, Cool rooms,  
Truck and Car Hire

Phone 6493 3813    Mob 0417 325 660 
www.bermaguiequipmenthire.com

House Re-Stumping

Stumps & Flooring replaced,  
Ant Capping, Reasonable Rates, 
Free  Quotes. Lic No  136977C 

Phone: 6493 7341    Mob: 0417 543 526

Landscaping
Native Instinct

Native garden specialist, design, maintenance, 
retaining walls, ponds, watering systems, 

plants & paving. 
Phone Jo & Ken Jacobs on 6494 0191

Landscaping
Sustainable solutions, design & maintenance

Native & edible gardens, orchards, agroforestry, 
land repair, re-vegetation, organic farming. 

Create healthy, productive and 
beautiful landscapes.

Phone Donovan 0404 645 709
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Ads $25. To book an ad, please call Sarah on 0455 745 985 9am - 6pm, before sending your ad.  
Then email your ad to advertise@thetriangle.org.au

Legal
SAPPHIRE MEDIATED RESOLUTIONS

Cobargo’s own legal service
Steve Ross, Lawyer 

36 Princes Hwy Cobargo     Phone 6493 6488

Massage
Neil Fox Remedial Massage

Relieve tension, pain & dysfunctions
Sports, Remedial, Deep tissue, Relaxation

Health Fund Rebates - Mobile Massage Service
Ph: 0405 215 055      neiljfox1@gmail.com

Massage Therapy 
BMO Massage - Mike Roberts (AMT)

Swedish, Theraputic & Seated
Neck, Back & Shoulder Massage
Headache Relief and RESETing 

105 Campbell St, Narooma 4476 - 5775
Wallaga Lake   0407 464 086

Mobile Phone and IT Services
thatgeekguy

Mobile device repair, PC repair & maintenance
Data recovery & IT support

We come to you!
6493 3973 

  thatgeekguy.com.au

Mowers and Chainsaws 
Lex Gannon Power Products

Dealer for Stihl and Honda.  
New, 2nd hand, servicing, repairs.  

Bermagui Road, Cobargo. Closed Mondays
Phone/Fax: 6493 6540

Painting

The Triangle Painting Team
Domestic, commercial and rural

All finishes
Phone: 6493 7370

Pest Control 
DK Pest Control   Lic No: 1938  

Ants, spiders, fleas, cockroaches, rodents, 
Termite Specialist/Inspections. 

Seniors Card Discount. 
Phone David Ing  4473 7201 or  

0407 337 937

Pet Minding

I am there when you are away from home. 
All animals cared for with love. 

Phone Lee: 0419 712 638

Plasterer
Brian Desborough

Lic.No R65254 
Supply & Fix Plasterboard

Phone: 6493 6246  or 0414 570 214

Plumber & Gasfitter

RNJ Plumbing
No job too small, always on time.

Phone Rick on 0427 859 300 or 4473 7798
ABN 98117271935     Lic.No. 255496c

Plumbing/Drainage/Gasfitting 
Tilba Plumbing & Gas

Ian Cowie For all your plumbing,  
drainage and gasfitting.  

Call Hoots  Phone: 0429 353 000 
Lic.No: 220849C

Plumbing/Gasfitting

Jess Austin Plumbing  
For all your plumbing needs.  

No job too small. Lic. No: 156218C 
Phone: Jess on 0439 457 048 or 6493 4502

Plumbing/Gasfitting 

Shane Gale Plumbing Lic. No: L11592
Gas & drainage – mini-excavator hire and bobcat 

hire, 2 metre dig depth, 4 buckets 
Phone/Fax: 6493 6009 or 0418 470 895

Plumbing/Gasfitting 
RobSona Pty Ltd 

Maintenance, new houses, renovations, 
hot water, gas fitting, blocked drains, 

septic tanks and absorption areas.  
Call Alistair Robson 0427 117 281 

Lic no.: 170065C

Podiatrist
Foot, Ankle and Lower Limb Care

Christian de Brennan M(Pod) MAPodA 
Cuttagee, Bermagui / Wed & Thurs

Phone: 6493 5117      HICAPS available
www.yourfeetpodiatry.com.au

Roofing

For all roofing and re-roofing  
Call Leo on: 0413 434 976 

Lic. No. 284990C

Roofing/Carpentry 

Metal, slate and tile repairs plus copper & zinc 
roofs and gutters. Lic. No: 139428C 

10% discount for pensioners
Phone: Norman 0412 200 556 or 6494 0060

Sawmill 
Bermagui  

Timber, sleepers, all fencing, quality hardwood 
tables, block clearing, slashing and firewood

Charlie McVeity 
6493 4134  or 0428 489 501

Security/TV/Data
For all security camera, digital TV and data 

networking solutions. Satellite systems. 
Tradesman with 40 years experience.
Domestic / Commercial / Industrial

Contact Andrew: 6493 4773
Master Cable Licence No. A040333

Self Storage 
New complex at  

6-8 Pine Dr, Bermagui Industrial Estate. 
Individual lock-up units, secure, owner on site 

long or short term.
Phone Mel on 0488 143 324

Solar Power Systems
Quality solar for home, farm or business.

Saving you 50%-100% off your power bill.
Can you afford not to have solar power?

Find out now – call 0412 919 708
EKONOMIX SAPPHIRE COAST

Lic. No. 322967C

Stone Projects 
Richard Senior  

All types of natural stonework. 
www.stoneprojects.com.au  

Lic No:108434C.    Phone: 0409 991 744

Tiling 
JK Floor and Wall Tiling

Providing quality tiling at affordable prices 
to the Bermagui, Narooma, Cobargo  

and Tathra areas.   License No. 307529C
Contact Jaren Kerr for a free quote today.

Tel: 0478 737 421  E: jktiling2546@gmail.com

Tree Surgeon/Arborist 
SOS Tree Management  

Fully Insured
Stephen O’Sullivan  

Phone: 6493 6437 Mob: 0418 465 123

Veterinarian
Cobargo Veterinary Hospital  

Providing a 24 hr service for our clients  
56 Princes Highway, Cobargo 

Phone: 6493 6442  A/hours: 6492 1837

Veterinary Services
Cobargo Veterinary Services
Ben Tett    BVetBiol/BVetSc

Affordable, dedicated and personalised 
professional care.

Phone Ben: 0448 634 465

Water
Drinking Water Household Deliveries

Brand new poly tank 
Food quality stamped

Available in the triangle area
Contact Mark  0408 167 172

    Weed Spraying

Sapphire Coast Weed Spraying 
Our spray units and trained staff can

target your problem weed areas
Phone: 0412 756 291

Welding & Metalwork
Stephen Laszuk Hot Metal

Chainsaw, mower and pump service and repair, 
welding and all forms of metalwork  

11572 Princes Hwy, Verona 
Phone: 0438 850 573

Yoga
Bikram Yoga Sapphire Coast

The original HOT Bikram yoga classes  
7 days/week, beginner-friendly  

68 Princes Hwy, Cobargo  Amrei 0416 092 225
www.bikramyogasapphirecoast.com.au
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Lots of winners after Team 

Triangle rides the Gong
Bhagya drew the winning ticket in 

John (Hansa) van Horssen’s vase raffle 
on 5 November and the winner was Beck 
Grenfell of Quaama. Congratulations 
Beck! The raffle raised $160 for Team 
Triangle – local riders in the MS Gong 
Ride from Sydney to Wollongong on 4 
November. 

The team was depleted by injuries 
this year and was reduced to two starters, 
John and Karen Cseleda, but they still 
managed to raise over $2000. This money 
goes to MS Australia, which supports 
people living with MS with medical and 
allied health clinics, telephone hotlines for 
advice, seminars, webinars, subsidies for 
equipment, scholarships and more.

John and Karen wish to thank all the 
generous individuals and businesses who 
donated. Beck may have won the vase, but 
Triangle residents with MS are the real 
winners here.

Quaama RFB:  
it may be green but don’t be lulled …

With the advent of a little rain it’s 
nice to see our beautiful valley green. 
Unfortunately we’re in what is known as 
a green drought. Dams, creeks and ground 
water are all still low. We’ve heard that we 
were 240 mm under our average rainfall for 
the year so with the advent of hot summer 
not far away a return to dry conditions is 
not an impossibility. 

With it being green it is a good time 
for slashing, mowing and continuing 
to clean up our properties. Cleaning up 
combustible fuels along trails, tracks and 
roadways is a good way to consolidate fire 
breaks and access for the RFS. 

An area for the fire trucks to turn 
around is also a safety issue for us. Our 
first consideration upon entering property 
is our personal and crew safety so the better 
you are prepared the better chance we have 
in helping you.

Get together a plan of your property 
with trails, water supply (outlining access), 

water points, pumps 
dams and ga tes , 
anything that makes 
our job easier to 

navigate, obtain water and access so we 
can concentrate on the job we’re there 
for—extinguishing fires.

Deciding to stay and defend your 
property is a serious consideration. If 
deciding to do so, extra education is needed. 
Researching fire behaviour, a necessity. Do 
you have the correct resources, education, 
physical ability, large water supply, hoses, 
pumps and correct clothing? Natural fibre 
with long sleeves and long pants, good 
boots, goggles, a mask and more—plus 
plenty of water to drink. 

A good source of education is a 
comprehensive book, The Complete 
Bushfire Safety Book by Joan Webster. 

A great quote by Sally Gallimore 
from the Tathra RFB: ‘I personally can’t 
do everything and I might not even be 
able to do much, but collectively it all 
adds up.’ So not only at brigade level but 
as a community, this is a great quote to 
ponder on.

Happy Christmas to everyone and 
stay safe over the holiday season.

Graeme Spicer
Quaama Bush Fire Brigade

Team Triangle’s Karen Cseleda and John van Horssen  
with their medals after the MS Gong Ride
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Quintessentially Quaama                                                    
Quaama Public School - Term 4 wrap-up

Term 4 in all schools is usually over 
before we know it! 

To date the students have been 
involved in the annual spring water bug 
survey of Dry River Quaama, organised 
by the Bournda EEC. Students investigate 
the health of our waterways by catching, 
examining and then releasing the aquatic 
life in our local rivers. Always a fun and 
educational afternoon.

Students in Years 5 and 6 spent three 

action-packed days at Jindabyne Sport 
and Recreation Camp, a favourite with 
students. The Year 3 and 4 students were 
camping in the Bournda National Park 
for their camp, trying their hand at camp 
cooking, team building exercises and 
enjoying our beautiful national park.

Our annual Scholastic Book Fair 
was again a great success, with many of 
excited faces taking home books and many 
families donating a book to our wonderful 

school Library.
Before the end of 

the term, we still have 
more events to look 
forward to including:
  •  Our new school 
Captains and Parliament 
minister elections. 
 • Year 6 Peer Support 
Camp at Hobart Beach.
 •  End of Year activities 
including a pool day and 
school fair.
 •  Finally, we wrap 
up our busy term with 
Presentation Night.

That’s a wrap..
Jody MacCraeKeeping an eye on Dry River

As we hand over …
We would like to take this 

opportunity to thank all the people 
who have supported Quaama General 
Store and Post Office for the last nine 
years. In that time we have established 
a good rapport with many people and 
developed some great friendships.

Whilst Rob and Judy are retiring 
to their small property in Quaama, Kel 
and Laura have begun a new adventure 
with the establishment of their business 
Gaslite Design (gaslitedesign.com.au). 
You can see Kel's handywork hanging 
over the petrol bowsers at the shop!

To Julie, a personal thank you for 
all your support over the years, and to 
Karl—thanks for allowing us to borrow 
her on very short notice sometimes. 
Happy travelling.

Please be as welcoming to the new 
owners, Eleanor and Andrew, and staff 
Cathy as you were to us. 

We look forward to seeing 
everyone around town.

Many thanks,
Robert, Judy, Kel and Laura 
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Tilba Bites                                        Stuart Absalom

NATUROPATH
CENTRAL TILBA

Holistic Health Care Specialist
Herbalist, Nutritionist, Counsellor

Kate Cerrone ND, MNHAA

KLINIK VITALE
67 Maher Lane CENTRAL TILBA

TEL  4473 7932     A/H  0421 199 120

French Cafe
266 Corkhill Drive, Tilba Tilba

4473-7084
Tues to Sat: 9am-4pm  Sun: 9am-3pm

www.facebook.com/lagalettetilba

 

Tilba Valley Winery & Ale House
02/12  Samantha Sly
09/12  Roddy Reason
16/12  Robin Simpson
23/12  Tilba Valley Winery & Ale House 2018 XMAS PARTY!

Food & Drink specials plus Live music 
(sister duo Jodez & Julianne Jessop with a hint of Dust and Echos thrown in)
A great festive day planned for big and little people.

30/12 2 Dogs Plucking
06/01  Dave Newman
13/01  Peter Rich G2
20/01  Tony Jaggers
27/01  Australia Day / Triple JJJ hottest 100 celebrations

RSVP for table bookings - BYO picnic rugs encouraged
Located off the Princes Hwy,  4km north of Central Tilba.

Phone: 4473 7308
Follow us on Facebook & Instagram for more event details.

As the seasons move from spring to 
summer everything seems alive. The hills 
and valleys are green and gardens, forests 
and bush are bursting with new growth. 
With the rejuvenation that the rains have 
brought there is activity everywhere in our 
communities as we get ready for Christmas 
and the promises of a new year.

Tilba Market turns 10
Reaching a certain anniversary seems 

to prompt a bit of reflection—so the 
significance of the Tilba Market celebrating 
10 years of operation is worth a few words!

The convergence of a few different 
community-driven projects and activities 
in 2008 seems to have been the impetus 
that was needed to get the market up 
and running. At the time there was also 
a lot of interest locally in the Transition 
Towns (TT) model which started in the 
UK. This model refers to grassroots 
community projects that aim to increase 
self-sufficiency to reduce the potential 
effects of peak oil, climate destruction and 
economic instability. 

In addition, Sapphire Coast Producers 
Association - South East Producers 
(SCPA) saw this model as a good fit with 
its own aims. As this was all happening, 
Tilba local Annie Eldridge was keen to 
get a market happening. So, with all this 
grassroots power, the Tilba Market started 
on Saturday, 6 December, 2008, in the 
Small Hall from 8 am till 1 pm, with Annie 
as the Coordinator. The market theme, 
which continues to this day, was Make It, 
Bake It, Sew It, Grow It. 

Geoffrey Grigg, who initially ran the 
SCPA Stall at the Bega Market, later on 
decided to expand and have a presence at 

both Tilba Market and Bermagui Market. 
This was seen as beneficial to both the 
Tilba Market and SCPA. The Tilba Market 
continues to be run in association with 
SCPA with a local Tilba SCPA Stall.

As the number of stallholders grew, 
the market outgrew the Small Hall and 
moved to the Big Hall. Its management 
moved from Annie Eldridge to Mardy 
Aye, who also ran a stall. Kay Williams 
succeeded Mardy and her coordination 
continued until this year when a small 
group took over. 

Last Saturday, I asked some of the 
stallholders for comments about the 
market. It’s significant that there are some 
stallholders who have been coming since 
the very early days and for some, it is the 
only market they attend. Here are some of 
the comments:

- it’s all about community
- where else can you get fresh oyster 

mushrooms, super fresh vegies and quality 
preserves?

- it’s happy, busy, friendly
- it’s weekly, undercover, tables are 

provided and stall spaces are not expensive
- it’s where you can get the best lemon 

butter and hot lime pickles
- it’s a step above everywhere else with 

good quality art and craft, showcasing the 
general talent which is in this community.

Local Tilba and area residents value 
the Tilba Market and many rely on it for 
fresh produce. The variety and quality 
of art and craft mean that shoppers can 
often find those special items which are 
just right. Central Tilba businesses benefit 
from the reputation of the market, and the 
buzz of the market gives life to Saturday 
morning in the village. 

The  marke t  a l so  cont r ibu tes 
significantly to the ongoing management of 
the Big and Small Halls through the weekly 
hire fees. These fees have added many, 
many thousands of dollars to the School 
of Arts coffers – over $77,000 since 2010.

So, happy anniversary Tilba Market, 
and congratulations on turning ten. Keep 
up the good work and see you on Saturday!

For a small school, we do big things
Central Tilba Public School is at it 

again.
Sophie, Isiah, Elias and Jordy’s relay 

team represented Central Tilba with pride 
in mid-November at the NSW PSSA State 
Athletics Carnival. They ran a personal 
best time and all changes were smooth, 
thanks to the training hours they put in with 
Libby Cunningham. 

The beautiful sounds coming from the 
library lately were those of our children 
singing! They were learning two new songs 
for the Four Winds Youth Music Festival 
as part of a choral extravaganza performed 
by all of the five primary schools involved 
– Narooma, Tilba, Bermagui, Tanja and 
Tathra.

Tilba Market turns ten this month
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By Hook or By Crook
Cobargo

Truck and crane hire
Car and scrap removal

3A rating
anywhere anytime anything
Phone Rowan 0428 936 016

Slashing

Large and small acreage
Competitive rates

Fully insured &
competent operator

All areas Bega Valley & 
Eurobodalla Shire
Ph 0419 254 893

Tilba CWA News
Lots happening for Tilba CWA 

members in our community. In late 
November we participated in a Rain 
Dance fundraiser at Tilba Valley Wines to 
support farmers affected by drought. Tilba 
CWA members dressed in raincoats and 
gumboots with umbrellas then performed 
an unrehearsed free dance to entertain Tilba 
Valley Wines’ guests. 

Looking forward to Tilba CWA 
Christmas Carols on 1 December with 
Santa arriving on the Tilba fire truck to 
hand out early Christmas gifts to local 
children. This year the carol-singing will 
be led by musician Bev Long and her 
ukulele. The primary students from Tilba 
School are learning Auslan for two of the 
carols. A big thank you to the team at Tilba 
Sweet Spot for continuing to donate lolly 
bags for the children. 

Tilba CWA Pop-up Cafés in the 
Tilba Small Hall will continue during the 
summer holidays with Cafés scheduled 
for Saturday 8 December, Saturday 12 
January and an additional Café on Saturday 
26 January. The CWA Café in December 

is the same day as Tilba Market’s tenth 
birthday and there will be a ‘surprise’ big 
birthday cake baked by CWA members and 
presented to the Tilba Market stallholders. 
At the Café on 26 January, Tilba CWA will 
also hold a sausage sizzle and lamington 
drive to celebrate Australia Day.

This year Tilba CWA’s members’ 
Christmas Party is on Friday 14 December. 
Members and friends will meet at Tilba 
Valley Winery for a delicious lunch at 12 
noon. All local women are welcome to 
join us.

Why get involved in CWA? Something 
I read recently: ‘We are a group of women 
who lobby governments, raise community 
awareness and provide disaster relief. 
We also make jams and knit cardigans.’ 
Why did I get involved in Tilba CWA? To 
meet local women, enjoy their friendship, 
support our local community and once a 
month I bake a cake! Please contact me 
on 4473 7213 or 0417 203 610 if you are 
interested in getting involved with Tilba 
CWA.

Annette Kennewell

Central Tilba Public School’s State Athletics 
Carnival relay team:  

Sophie, Isiah, Elias and Jordy 

Congratulations
Congratulations to Jo Lane, Tilba 

Tilba resident and local  ‘Kelp Lady’, on 
being awarded the prestigious Churchill 
Fellowship. Good luck in researching kelp 
farming overseas.

Best wishes to all for the festive 
holiday period. Keep safe, healthy and 
happy. 

Central Tilba School of Arts - Halls News
The new committee for 2019 is: 

President, Janine H; Vice President, Deb 
E; Secretary, Sally P; Treasurer, Tony 
S; Public Officer, Cara E; Committee 
members, Chrissy M (a great big welcome 
and thanks for coming on board), Smilie 
M and Phil E.

At the AGM our outgoing President 
Deb outlined our achievements last year 
and thanked the committee for their efforts 

and commitments to the restoration of our 
halls. They are looking great and will be 
even greater before the end of the year.

The Halls Committee in 2019 has 
more to offer our community—Hairy 
Concerts, Trivia Nights and more. They 
are your halls so please come on board and 
give us your suggestions and input.

A big thank you to Harry Bate for his 
commitment to our community halls.

A Happy 10th Birthday to our fabulous 
Saturday markets.

It’s a win-win situation for the market, 
the Halls and Tilba. Thanks so much to all 
involved in getting it all to happen.

The CWA also appreciate the markets 
and will show their appreciation at the 
next cafe.

Central Tilba School of Arts

Tilba Bites                                    
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Curry Bunga
Eat in or take-away

Come and try authentic Indian meals.
Curries prepared with fresh spices and herbs 

using mostly local produce.

Gluten-free, dairy-free, vegan & 
vegetarian choices available.

Check our Facebook page for more information  
or call for our daily menu - Ph: 6493 5915 

16 Bunga St, Bermagui BYO. Eftpos
Facebook page: Curry Bunga

ABC 
Cheese Factory

37 Bate St, Central Tilba
02 44737387

www.tilbarealdairy.com

Our own jersey milk, cheese, yogurt & cream.   
Plus local ice cream, jams and preserves, 

coffee and milkshakes.
Milk, yogurt, cream and many 

more styles of cheese made on site
Open viewing into the factory

General News                                                                    
Christmas in the parish

Christmas is almost here—the time 
we celebrate the things we love. It’s about 
entertaining, decorating, present-giving 
and feasting. It’s full of laughter, colour 
and surprises and the look of wonder on 
children’s faces. It’s about summer and 
holidays, families and good friends. But 
the best part of Christmas is celebrating 
the true reason for the season—the birth of 
baby Jesus and the hope he brings to all. 
May your family and friends be blessed 
this Christmas.

A traditional Carol Service will be 
held at All Saints’ Bermagui on Sunday 
23 December at 5.00 pm. This will be 
followed by refreshments. There will 
also be Community Christmas Carols in 

the Cobargo Park, following the Cobargo 
Rural Fire Brigade’s Annual Chocolate 
Wheel Fundraiser on Christmas Eve. Other 
services are listed in a box on these pages.  

The OK (Opportunity Knocks) Shed 
in Bermagui will be open extra hours 
over the holiday season: Wednesdays 
and Thursdays 10.30 am to 4.00 pm and 
Saturday mornings, 9.00 am to 12.00 pm. 
Plenty of bargains and gifts are available 
and there is always a friendly face and a 
smile! The OK Shed volunteer team would 
like to thank the community for their 
donations of goods and steady support 
throughout the year.

Chris Richard-Preston

Tim Narraway, Dave Richard-Preston and Terry Irvine at Cobargo’s Remembrance Day service

It’s gone—Corunna giants felled
On an ordinary November afternoon, 

the Faithe cruised up the coast off Corunna, 
carrying 400 hectares of Australian forests, 
bound for Taiwan—to become paper.

As the woodchip carrier passed the 
shores where her cargo recently stood 
tall, Forestry Corporation withdrew the 
harvester, aka ‘The Death Machine’, 
and moved it to a koala corridor near 
Nerrigundah.

How hard would it be for Forestry 
to respond proactively to the threatened 
Masked Owl, abandon the log dump near 
the sea eagles’ nest, used for just two days 
of logging and be transparent on deals with 
private landholders?

Residents put aside nine months 
of their lives to look after their forest as 
if nurturing the arrival of a new family 
member. Forestry bought the forest from a 
farmer, so they say it’s of no value. Tell that 
to the Swift Parrots; the Southern Brown 
Bandicoot; the Glossy Blacks who need a 
new home; to the people who contacted 
Andrew Constance without response; to 
the politicians who recorded in Hansard 
efforts to stop the logging.

Forestry Corp says the trees were 
around 100 years old. Not even our 
children will see these giants again. A 
return to habitat with tree hollows would 
take several hundred years, and that is time 
we do not have.

The  Fede ra l  Gove rnmen t  i s 
accountable to the international community 
for species in decline. Corunna’s koalas 
never returned after the last logging. Please 
ask your politicians their stance.

We had to stop using ozone-depleting 
CFCs, asbestos, and other outdated 
industrial practices. Logging native forests 
can no longer be accepted.

The community is heartbroken at this 
loss and will never forget Forestry Corp’s 
decision to log their beloved forest.

Elizabeth Walton
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The Tiny Homes Tilba team are committed 
to providing tiny homes where 

quality is not compromised by size.
All enquiries welcome.

Don’t hesitate to contact us on  0414 499 458, 
e-mail tinyhomestilba@hotmail.com 

or visit our website at tinyhomestilba.com.au

FOGO a GO-GO
Bermagui gardeners are just loving 

FOGO. No more piling up of garden 
clippings, prunings and weeds to wait out 
the month for the next green bin collection. 
Now we can chop away to our hearts’ 
content, knowing that it will be gone in a 
week, and we can start all over again.

Still a bit of dissent around, but most 
people I have spoken to are embracing the 
changes, with many becoming interested 
in their waste management and trying 
to do more to prevent the tons of waste, 
that otherwise can be recycled, going into 
landfill every year.

It doesn’t have to stop at FOGO. 
There’s much more that can be recycled 
than most people know about and there’s 
a lot of misunderstanding about what can 
and can’t be recycled. For instance, did 
you know that any soft plastic—plastic 
that you can ‘scrunch’—can be recycled 
through Woolworths REDcycle bins? 
Things like the plastic wrappers on bread, 
frozen food packages, biscuit packages, 
chip packets and even glad wrap can be 
recycled through REDcycle (as long as it’s 
clean). Check www.redcycle.net.au for a 
comprehensive list of what can and can’t 
be recycled. All this recycled soft plastic 
goes to Replas, a company that turns it 
into usable items such as park benches 

and tables.
And, there’s more you can put in your 

yellow bin than you realise. Bega Valley 
Shire Council has a very comprehensive 
list on its website. Only problem is that it’s 
very hard to navigate, so here are some tips. 
Go to www.begavalley.nsw.gov.au website 
and in ‘search’ type ‘Recycling – what to 
put in my yellow bin’. This will give a short 
list, but for a detailed list, scroll down to the 
bottom and find ‘A-Z Recycling Guide’. 
Click on this and you will see a ‘colour 
guide’. Scroll to the bottom and click on 
‘Full List’ to see the complete colour-coded 
list of what can go in the yellow bin. It 
does seem a bit complicated, and does 
take a bit more time, but you will find out 
that there’s more to recycling than just 
putting paper and bottles into the yellow 
bin. For instance, did you know you can 
put old plastic buckets and plant pots in 
the yellow bin?

So, before you bin it, take 30 seconds 
to think what choices you have. Will it be 
Green, Red or Yellow, Soft Plastic recycle, 
or even home composting/worm farm, or 
maybe the neighbours’ chooks? Give it a 
go. If we all do our bit, then we will leave 
a better world for our kids, grandkids and 
future generations.

Carolyne Banados

General News                                                                    

Keep plastics out of our oceans

Bushfire advice 
Fire Permits

The RFS have instructed that until 
further notice Fire Permits will not be 
issued, and this applies for December/
January at least. 

Lighting an unauthorised fire during 
the Bush Fire Danger Period attracts 
heavy penalties including fines and/or 
imprisonment. For more information 
please call 02 6494 7400.

Bushfire Survival
Make sure you have prepared a 

Bushfire Survival Plan. For information 
and to find out how to download your 
MYFIREPLAN APP visit the Rural Fire 
Service website. 

Monitor any dangerous fires
Monitor any dangerous fires near where 
you live using the Fires Near Me App on 
your mobile device, or on your computer 
at the Rural Fire Service website,  
www.rfs.nsw.gov.au. Monitor local radio 
and television and listen for any emergency 
warnings.

Look after your neighbours
Keep in touch with your neighbours, 
particularly those who are more vulnerable, 
when fires threaten. Having a local 
‘telephone tree’ is a great way to help 
each other in an emergency.

Don’t become complacent
While the continuing recent rainfall 

has been welcome, landowners are 
reminded not to become complacent as 
a few dry, hot, windy days may quickly 
return us to the high fire danger levels of 
only a few weeks ago. 

So stay prepared and keep vigilant as 
the summer approaches.

Brought to you by Bermagui, Cobargo, 
Tilba and Quaama Rural Fire Brigades
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General News                                                                    
Sssssss… ‘tis the season!

Every year there are over 3000 
snake bite victims in Australia. Over three 
quarters of them  are male who have been 
attempting to catch a snake or kill it. The 
other most common causes are gardening 
without gloves and long sleeves, or 
walking without closed-in shoes and long 
pants. 

We live in a wild and unspoilt area 
here so snakes are a very real part of our 
summers. Keep your eyes open and be 
prepared. If you do come across a snake, 
try to stay still and the snake will likely 
move on without striking at you (or your 
dog). They dislike you as much as you 
dislike them—usually. However, some 
of our snakes defend their territories and 
in mating season can be aggressive if 
disturbed. 

Stay away from long grass and do not 
let your dog bounce around in long grass 

either. Call 000 immediately if you have 
been bitten. Always carry your mobile 
phone with you.

Snakebite Do’s and Don’ts:
Don’t wash the wound or try to suck 

out the poison. Traces of venom in the 
bite can be used to identify which snake 
bit you.

Don’t waste time looking for the 
snake—venom identification is quicker, 
safer and more accurate.

Don’t apply a high tourniquet—this 
is extremely dangerous and could result 
in death when the tourniquet is removed.

Do  apply a firm bandage and splint to 
immobilise and stop the venom spreading.

Do stay put—the patient should move 
as little as possible. By moving you will 
speed up the spread of the venom. Either 

put the patient on a stretcher or bring 
transport to them.

Do seek urgent medical help. Venom 
can cause severe damage and even death 
within hours.

This information was based on the 
2018 Royal Flying Doctors fact sheet.

Ann Maree Menager

The red bellied black snake. Snakes are a very 
real part of our summers.

In praise of mulberries
Remember mulberries? You can’t buy 

them at Woolworths, too fragile to travel. 
You hardly see them in backyards. Too 
messy and the birds eat them all anyway.

But remember when, as kids, you 
could find those mulberry trees and climb 
them, eat the fruit and stain your face, your 
hands, your clothes. Not only were they 
sweet, they were often forbidden. And how 
much sweeter that made them.

Then there were the leaves: the only 
food eaten by silkworms. Every so often 
silkworms would appear at school. A shoe 
box would be found, holes punched in 
the lid (otherwise they suffocate), and the 
search for the large, bright green leaves 
would be on. Cocoons would appear in a 

few days and then … memory fades at this 
point because I can’t remember anybody 
actually doing anything with the silk from 
which the cocoons were made. Has anyone 
spun the silk?

A couple of years ago I happened to 
see a mulberry tree for sale. In a burst of 
recognition I bought one. Within days of 
planting, new branches appeared; within a 
few months it was taller than me; not long 
after that we started eating the fruit. We net 
it now and hack it back each autumn, but 
that mulberry tree, now in its third season, 
produces buckets of fruit.

There are wonderful things about the 
mulberry. When the fruit is ripe it falls into 
your hand. If it isn’t ripe, and visually it can 

be hard to tell, then even a strong tug won’t 
release the fruit. The tree itself is strong 
and well-shaped. Its big, bold, green leaves 
make a wonderful shade tree in summer.

They stain everything you need to 
enjoy them: hands, tongue, teeth. But 
miraculously the stain fades and then 
disappears, usually soon after your mother 
or wife sees you in bright purple. 

Gently simmered with a couple of 
spoons of brown sugar and a squeeze of 
lemon juice, mulberries taste wonderful. 
A blob of Tilba Cream … perfect.

Mulberries also make a superb jelly. 
Add them to apple to make a great strudel.

Mulberry, you are a shy beauty.
Keith Bashford

Anglican Parish of Cobargo, 
Bermagui and Quaama

Christmas Services
Sunday 23 December, 10 am, 
Quaama: Holy Communion.

Sunday 23 December, 5 pm, 
Bermagui: Carols

Monday 24 December, 6 pm, 
Quaama: Holy Communion

Monday 24 December, 8 pm, 
Cobargo: Carols in the park

Tuesday 25 December, 9 am, 
Bermagui: Holy Communion
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Art in the Triangle                                                                       

G and C Postform Laminates Pty Ltd

 Kitchen benchtops to suit existing or 
new kitchens, made to measure.

We supply and install
Call Steve for a quote

0403 129 679
Pop in and see our range at 

Lot 9 Avernus Street, Cobargo

No shortage of talent
Given the extraordinary amount of 

talent in this region it’s no wonder that the 
Four Winds program is featuring many 
local artists and musicians. Geoffrey 
Badger, a fabulous choir leader from Bega, 
and Greg Sheehan, a stunning percussionist 
from Narooma, were cornerstones of Four 
Winds’ hugely successful inaugural Youth 
Music Festival in November, and they 
have been leading the Four Winds Artists 
in Schools program in 2018. 

Everything from dance groups, 
singer-songwriters, classical ensembles 
and ‘massed’ performances with 850-plus 
school children sang out from Nature’s 
Concert Hall over the course of the 
weekend. Soloists and small groups were 
featured in the Windsong Pavilion on 
‘Festival Sunday’, many performing with 
Four Winds Artistic Director James Crabb, 
who has been incredibly committed to 
coaching everyone for their performances 
at the Festival. 

After moving proceedings to the 
Sound Shell, The Australian Voices 

and Western Sydney Youth Orchestra 
collaborated with the Bega Valley Youth 
Choir to premiere a newly commissioned 
work by Lisa Young which has been 
inspired by this area. Incredible vocals 
rang out in breathtaking performances 
which reinforced the Minister for the 
Arts’ statement during his welcome to the 
Festival that ‘this is the most incredibly 
inspiring place’.

In December, Candelo-based folk 
singer and musician Kate Burke is curating 
‘Christmas Folk … in this house tonight’ 
for a festive performance in the Windsong 
Pavilion. Kate’s program evokes the 
intimacy of people singing songs and 
playing music together at Christmas in 
their homes or community. She has been 
researching ancient Christmas music and 
seasonal music from different countries, 
much of which has subsequently been 
appropriated into carols we recognise today. 
This performance will be a fascinating 
journey into the folk/roots of Christmas 
music and the tradition of coming together 

to make music at this festive time of year. 
Kate will be joined by an amazing lineup 
of folk musicians including Luke Plumb 
(bouzouki/mandolin), Oscar Neyland 
(double bass), James Crabb (classical 
accordion) as well as The Friday Choir—
who Kate regularly sings with. In the true 
spirit of coming together to make music 
at Christmas, the audience will be joining 
in too … don’t pass up the chance to sing 
with these amazing musicians.

Geoffrey Badger and Greg Sheehan lead the massed schools performance at the inaugural Four 
Winds Youth Music Festival     Photo by Chris Sheedy

The latest from  
Yuin Folk Club

At its AGM in November, the Yuin Folk 
Club said farewell to several stalwarts of 
the management committee and welcomed 
three new faces. Graeme Fryer, Reg Dew, 
Dave Crowden and Vic Grantham retired 
from the committee, all after many years 
of outstanding service to the Club and the 
Cobargo Folk Festival. Triangle locals 
Harry Binnendijk, Catherine McEwen and 
Mike Nicholas were elected. Peter Logue 
was elected President and Coral Vorbach, 
Vice-President. 

The success of the Club means they 
can provide around $12,000 to build a new 
shed for much-needed storage for Festival 
equipment, and to help fund the ongoing 
earthworks and a new coolroom at the 
Showground. 

 ‘We’re also continuing to provide 
grants and donations this year, including 
to local musician Corey Legge for his 
new recording and the 1st Cobargo Scouts 
who continue to do great work with the 
recycling program at the Festival.

 ‘It’s a way of expressing our 
appreciation for the support we receive 
from the Trust and the local community.’

Tickets  are  now on sa le  v ia  
www.cobargofolkfestival.com.

Coral Vorbach, Yuin Folk Club
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Karyn Thompson

Shunyam Smith

Of this place - the forest
In 2003, when the devastating bush 

fires tore through the high country and the 
Canberra region, Shunyam Smith made 
several trips to see the damage these fires 
caused. White and ghostly, this forest of 
dead trees spread across the ridges as far 
as one could see, range upon range of stark 
white trees like the skeletons and bones of 
the forest. This work celebrates the beauty 
of the forest in its burned out state.

Yemaya Grace Maitri explores 
in detail the continued enquiry of 
her relationship with the surrounding 
environment through a series of paintings, 
drawings and assemblage. She is ever 
inspired by nature, living as she does in 
the forest on the shores of Wapengo Lake.

Karyn Thompson continues her 
exploration of Scribbly Gum (Eucalyptus 
Rossii) bark and trunks. 

Shunyam Smith, Yemaya Grace 
Maitri and Karyn Thompson are exhibiting 
at Ivy Hill Gallery from 6 December 2018 
to 13 January 2019. 

The Gallery is open from 10 am to 
5 pm, Thursday to Sunday. You can find  
more information at 

www.ivyhill.com.au. Yemaya Grace Maitri

A touch of magic
Every now and then a waft of magic 

flows through Bermagui and settles for just 
a short while. I met Paul den Holder on a 
whale-watching excursion. A gentle voice 
and a shy smile disguised the passion, 
energy and commitment of the music that 
carries him around the world.

Paul was born in Belgium. His family 
moved to Zaragoza in the north of Spain. 
With the arrival of democracy, Spain 
experienced the world of rock and black 
music it had been denied for so many years, 
but it was with the gypsy community that 
Paul learned the passion and energy of 
Spanish classical guitar and the unbridled 
abandonment of flamenco.

‘They lived in the centre of town and 
it could be dangerous to walk through but 
if you had a guitar, they would welcome 
you and play music with you—for hours.’

Paul studied under Alejandro 
Montserrat and Ruben Jimenez, honing 
his skills.

‘Flamenco is like any music genre—
the more you understand it the more you 
like it. I am not a pure flamenco guitarist, I 
play flamenco and classical, lots of things, 
but you have to live flamenco, day and 
night.’

Paul then went travelling. With guitar 
and backpack he began his wandering 
with ‘no plans, no overthinking’ and, after 
two years in Malaysia, made his way to 
Australia.

What a delightful weekend of 
music from a charmingly honest and real 
musician. Paul will be back in 2019 with 
some formal recitals for all to enjoy. Watch 
this space.

Maggie McKinney
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Summer at Narek: ‘a moving feast’ then Shannon Garson’s ceramics

The Summer Show (mid-December 
to mid-January) brings together new 
works by regularly exhibiting Narek 
Gallery artists, including paintings and 
tableaux by Wapengo artist Annie Franklin, 
cast glass by Adelaide-based Wendy 
Fairclough, porcelain by Melbourne potter 
Marianne Huhn and wood-fired ceramics 
by Gundaroo potter Moraig McKenna, as 
well as other Narek favourites. This will 
be a vibrant, exciting collection that will 
be a ‘moving feast’ for a month so that our 
summer visitors from near and far may 
benefit by taking purchases directly.

 Then we launch a glowing exhibition 
of new ceramics by Maleny artist Shannon 

Garson titled ‘Depths of Light’. This will 
be our third solo exhibition of Shannon’s 
work in the past decade, greatly anticipated 
as images of some of the new, painterly, 
larger thrown porcelain forms look 
breathtaking. Shannon’s acute observations 
and highly developed drawing skills result 
in decorated forms that are as one—they 
belong together. 

Narek Gallery is at 5/3 Wapengo 
Street, Bermagui. Open Wednesday to 
Saturday, 10 am to 1 pm and 2 to 5 pm.

Cuttagee 1, gouache on board, Annie Franklin

Shannon Garson

Over 100 advertisers every                  
month can’t be wrong! 

 Advertise your business in 

The Triangle
Call Sarah on 0455 745 985     

Mon - Fri   9am - 6pm

advertise@thetriangle.org.au
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The Triangle’s Eco Edge Page 
(sponsored page)

AKT international is a Cobargo company dedicated to 

developing technologies for the most effective recovery of nutrients from waste streams. These technologies 

are at the forefront of the “war against waste” operating in some 40 countries ranging from Greenland to 

Patagonia. In conducting our business we take seriously and expend effort with issues of environmental protection, 

art, cultural advancement, intergenerational equality and social cohesion.

Chicken Scratch
A lovely autumn rain—but now so dry.
We watch as grey-black clouds puff up—and float on by.
The drought will break, he said, when heavy rain sets in
and long drops fall on scorched and dried-up soil
but then he would say that, he’s seen it all before,
seen dust give up its waiting dormant seeds,
fingers of green life pulsing through what seems
dead earth that cannot rise again,
a bare-burnt ’scape that changes before our eyes.
 
And rain will lift our expectations high despite
the cost of power beyond all sense
and Donald treading his twisting road abroad,
keeping worldly issues in a guessing state
as we, in our own small isolated way,
focus on our day by day existence,
the role of being human in all its complex states,
acting as gatherers, gathering domesticated plants
plucked from the bed of mother earth,
from where all hope and life ultimately springs.

Illustration by Naomi Lewis

Thanks to all our creative contributors to this page in 2018, and a special thanks to artist Naomi Lewis of Yowrie, always happy 
to step in with a beautiful, apt illustration, sometimes at very short notice! 

Next year local environmental company and long-time, generous Triangle supporter AKT is sponsoring our My Triangle page. 
We know you love My Triangle so we’re planning a list of interesting local personalities to profile. You might be on it! 

For our last issue this year, we feature a poem by Judi Hearn of Bermagui, illustrated by (who else?) Naomi Lewis.

Judi Hearn
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U Pilot Flight Simulator
Come and experience the thrill  
of flying a Boeing 777 aircraft

$90 for 1 to 2 Hours
For bookings contact 

Robert  0458  183 800 
or  Jan  0404 418 291

Gift Vouchers AvailableKitchens - Joinery - Wardrobes

Kitchens of Choice
Showroom and Factory

6-8 Pine Drive
Bermagui

02 6493 5303

The Murrah’s birthday celebration:  
Community Music Night on Saturday 15 December

This year has been one of the 
most momentous in Murrah Lore 
since the extensive rebuild nearly 
40 years ago.

E n t i t l e d  T h e  M u r r a h 
Metamorphosis, it’s a step-by-
step makeover of the existing Hall 
resources and surrounds, readying 
it for future generations’ social and 
cultural activities well into this 
millennium.

The Hall now has changing 
and storage rooms wholly paid for 
by donations, equipment hire and 
catering. And, thanks to BVSC 
funding, there’s a new ramp and 
disabled carpark, septic system and 
a smooth carpark surface.

Additionally, the Hall has 
received a new mower (donated) 
and, speaking of donations, the Hall 
Committee gratefully acknowledges 
the $5000 donation from the late 
Premda Lowson (ex Murrah Prez), 
that made our recently finished 
extension init ial ly possible. 
Gratitude to the skilled volunteers 
involved, with special thanks to 
the Gowing family, Morlec Pty 
Ltd and Robsonar Pty Ltd for their 
donations of time and materials, 
and to Mitre10 for the discount. The 
level of community (individuals’ 
and tradies’) time and support for 
this long-awaited project has been 
nothing short of humbling.

The other birthday presents 

for the Hall are both culinary 
and cultural. As recipients of a 
Mumbulla Foundation grant, the 
Committee now has catering pots 
and saucepans so that Murrah 
Curries are bigger and better. 

The Murrah PA Inc, via a 
Regional Cultural Fund Grant and 
with SEArts as project managers, 
finally has a PA and an updated 
LED lighting system. It is hoped 
that they become not just tools for 
entertainment, but for training too.

This means that the Murrah 
is now one of the best-resourced 
community halls in the region for 
catering, music and theatre. 

And guess what? Your mobile 
phone works there too! Amazing.

Saturday 15 December, curries 
from 5.00 pm, entry by donation.

That we are a community of 
all-age gifted children is more than 
demonstrated on nights such as 
these. 

Arrive and experience the 
magic.

Murrah Music:  
January and February

Friday 11 January sees The 
Swamp Stompers—their last gig at 
Cobargo Hotel was a sell-out and 
it’ll be the same for the Murrah.

Sunday 27 January is Blue 
Child Collective with a five-piece 
Funk Outfit. Book online: www.
southcoasttickets.com.au: $15. Gate 
$20, $15 concession.

We’ve had them for two 
previous shows at the Murrah, but 
this one will be special: Funk & 
Dance all the way from Margaret 
River, WA. Curries from 6.30 pm, 
dancing from 7.00 pm.

And just a quick heads-up: 
Saturday 2 February, national and 
international festival headliners 
Hatfitz & Cara. Check their website—
ex t raord inary  en te r t a ine r s !  
www.hatfitzandcara.com

After a comprehensive make-over, at 115 years the Murrah Hall is possibly one of the  
best-resourced community halls in the region for catering, music and theatre.
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IVY HILL GALLERY
Open Thursday to Sunday 10 - 5

1795 Tathra - Bermagui Road 

Wapengo 2550

02 6494 0152

www.ivyhill.com.au

Shunyam Smith

‘Kaleidoscope’ of talent lights up the Lazy Lizard Gallery
As you know, we at the Lazy Lizard 

have a reputation for cultivating diversity 
and originality … so, with that in mind, 
we have arranged for two very exciting 
group exhibitions in the Side Room this 
summer season.

For the month of December, we have 
a ‘Kaleidoscope’ of talent with an array 
of paintings, ceramics and sculpture, by a 
specially invited group of highly regarded 
local artists. These include Helen Morris, 
Justine Wardle, Lizzie Waller, Jenny Mein, 
Jenni Yamuna Bruce, Doris Hoyne and 
Bethany Thurtell. 

We have timed ‘Kaleidoscope’ to have 
its official opening from 5 pm onwards on 
the ‘Light Up Cobargo’ evening, on Friday, 
7 December … so come and join us for 
drinks and nibbles.

Then in January, gallery members 
Shirleyanne Myers and I will combine with 
artist Doris Hoyne in an exhibition entitled 
‘Rhyme nor Reason’. Although, separately, 
we three artists usually have different styles 
and embrace different subject matters in 
our art, over the past months we have been 
working together, exploring various print-
making techniques. Besides having a lot 
of fun, we have come up with some very 
pleasing results. 

There will be an informal opening 
with a cuppa and bikkies on Saturday, 5 
January between 10 am and 12 noon. We 
would love it if you came along and said 
‘hello’ and gave us your support!

Naomi Lewis

Honey in the brew
Honey are a Mystery Bay-based duo 

comprising Elizabeth Walton on piano, 
vocals, guitar and percussion and Richard 
Lawson on guitar, vocals and percussion. 
Formed in 2014, they bring together the 
three worlds of rock, jazz and classical 
tinged with unusual and ever-changing 
instrumentation and a flourish of folk and 
blues. 

Recently they wowed South Coast 
locals with shows at Tilba Valley Winery 
and Sugar Sounds in Bega.

Honey have now released their debut 
LP ‘Blessed Bee’. Expansive instrumental 
takes are blended with short and soulful 
vocal tracks. Richard’s edgy punk rock 
and electronica side has been soothed into 
a mature sound, flanked by Elizabeth’s 
jazz/classical/soulful style.

Check them out at Camel Rock 
Brewery on Sunday 9 December or in 
January at the Illawarra Folk Festival and 
the ever popular Bingie Pottery Festival, or 
maybe at one of their popular pop-up gigs.

Richard Lawson
Fisherman’s wharf, Bermagui  

by Bethany Thurtell
Abandoned railway station, Cooma  

by Lizzie Waller

Honey brings together 'three worlds of rock, jazz 
and classical'
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Gardening Gabble                 Keith Mundy

Improve your
outdoor experience ...

Moon Planting
Calendar 2019
(Mention this ad for a special price)   

Insect Protection Head Nets
Sun Hats, Gardening Gloves

Natural Insect Repellants
Transdermal Mag Oil for muscles   

KINETIX LIFESTYLE SHOP
Cnr Princes Hwy & Bermagui Rd 

COBARGO 6493 6490

Surviving summer 
Well, here we are in another summer 

with Christmas fast approaching. With the 
hot and dry weather on its way there are 
a number of very crucial tasks that should 
be on your to-do list.

Although we have had some good rain 
recently, watering of the garden, whether 
for newly planted or established plants, will 
keep them healthy and help them through 
the dry season. 

Many people say that they only 
purchase plants that have an indication 
on the label that the plant is dry-tolerant 
and that makes them happy because they 
don’t have to water that plant. This is 
a misconception, as all plants must be 
watered until established—this could be 
anything from months to a year. Even after 
that period it is important to apply water 
on a regular basis, again depending on the 
plant and usually by a slow deep watering 
instead of a spray at the stem of the plant 
with some high pressure nozzle.

Lawns are also plants and these 
require a deep slow watering once every 
five or so days and not every other day. 

Watering deeply and less frequently will 
encourage deep rooting and this allows 
the lawn to hang in longer during extended 
drier periods.

Hanging baskets require watering at 
least twice to three times a week as they 
dry out very quickly in the wind and sun. 
Watering of other pots will depend on the 
type of pot, the type of plant and, more 
importantly, the type of potting mix you 
have used. 

It is also important with any type of 
plant container, whether basket or pot, to 
fertilise regularly. The nutrient drains out 
fairly quickly and regular fertilising (every 
two weeks or so with a liquid fertiliser) will 
encourage strong and lush growth.   

Another very important task is 
mulching. Apart from watering and feeding 
of your plants, mulching is the most 
important garden task during the warmer 
months. Not only does mulch reduce the 
need for serious amounts of water but it 
also reduces weeds’ ability to take hold.

Mulch comes in many forms, from 
gravel through wood types to soft mulches 
like pea straw, sugar cane or lucerne. 
These soft mulches are best for flower 
and vegetable gardens which, as they 
decompose, add nutrient to the soil and 
improve the soil texture and structure.

The heavier mulches like wood 
chips and gravel can be used in more 
permanent garden beds like shrubs and 
other permanent plants.

Other tasks that should be carried out 
during this period include dead-heading 
of perennials and roses. Completing this 
task on a regular basis during summer 

will encourage new growth, which in most 
cases will encourage repeat flowering and 
keep the plants in a tidy condition.

Keep an eye on fruit trees for pest 
and disease control. Fruit fly will be out 
and about, particularly on stone fruits 
and citrus. There are several very good 
controls, both non-organic and organic, 
and contact with your local nursery will 
avail you of the correct application for 
your situation.

Stone fruit will require some fungal 
spray to prevent brown rot if we start to get 
some summer rain. Again, talk with your 
local nursery staff to get their advice for 
your situation.

Other spraying should include insect 
spray for aphid and other sap-sucking 
insects as they can reduce the vigour of the 
plant and stress them even further when the 
temperatures rise.

Last but not least I wish all the readers 
of Gardening Gabble a joyous and safe 
Christmas.
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Soft Footprint Recipes 

Ceviche
750 g fillets of very fresh white fish such 
as flathead
Lemon juice
1 tsp salt
For the dressing:
1 small cucumber
¼ cup finely chopped spring onion
1 large tomato cut into small pieces
½ cup finely sliced celery
finely chopped fresh chili to taste
1/3 cup good quality mayonnaise
3 tsp coconut milk
1 tsp finely grated fresh ginger 
½ cup finely chopped fresh coriander

Cut the fish into small cubes, making 
sure to remove any skin or bones, and place 
in a basin. Add lemon juice and salt and 
stir well. The lemon should almost cover 
the fish. Cover and refrigerate for 24 to 
36 hours, stirring a few times. As the fish 
marinates it will change texture and look 
‘cooked’. 

Within two hours of serving, peel 
the cucumber, remove the seeds and dice 
into small pieces. Drain the fish well 
and discard the lemon juice. Mix the 
mayonnaise, coconut and ginger and add 
to the fish. Lastly add all the vegetables 
and coriander and mix well. 

Serve individually or pile onto a 
serving plate. Garnish with extra coriander 
and spring onions.

Glace fruit and nut cake
125g glace pineapple chopped in large 
pieces
250g glace cherries
250g dates cut in half
250g glace apricots halved
250g pecans whole
125g walnuts whole
250g brazil nuts whole
125g blanched almonds whole
4 egg yolks
1 cup sugar
1/3 cup brandy or rum
1 cup plain flour
1 tsp baking powder
pinch salt
4 egg whites

Mix all the fruits and nuts together in 
a large bowl. In another bowl beat the egg 
yolks and sugar together until light and 
fluffy. Add brandy or rum. Sift the flour 
and baking powder into the egg mixture 
with the pinch of salt and mix well. Beat 
the egg whites until stiff peaks form and 
fold into the batter. Add this to the fruit and 
nuts, mixing well to get even distribution. 
Place into lined tins and bake in a slow 
oven until light golden brown on top. I find 
that this mixture will make four log cakes. 

Refrigerate to store and slice thinly 
with a very sharp knife. 

Stuart Absalom

Christmas at Green Gables B&B was always a little bit special. We often had guests 
who simply wanted to be away from home, or overseas travellers, so it was important to 
make it special and homely. Preparing and serving a well-planned Christmas dinner was 
the focus. These two recipes are from our time at Green Gables—the first, as seafood 
is so fabulous in this area; the second I still make as it’s great for gifts, can be made as 
a log cake or as small, round, individual cakes and is delicious. 

Enjoy and Happy Christmas!
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Linda Sang  (President)
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Bhagya (Treasurer)
Rosemary Beaumont
Ann Maree Menager
Kathy Wilson

Advertising
Book advertising space with Sarah Breakey 
0455 745 985 
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Linda Sang and Bhagya
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available from:
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Beachside Takeaway, Shell Bermagui, 
Curry Bunga
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Letters to the editor
All communications should be forwarded to:
Email: contributions@thetriangle.org.au
Postal address:  
The Editors, The Triangle
PO Box 293, Bermagui. NSW 2546
ABN: 75 182 655 270
The Triangle is a community newspaper.   
Its aim is to provide information and news 
to the people in the Triangle area - the area 
bounded by the three mountains (Gulaga, 
Mumbulla and Peak Alone). The committee 
comprises volunteers who donate their time 
and expertise for the benefit of our readers. 
The Triangle is financially self-sufficient 
through advertising income. This is a tight 
budget and prompt payment of accounts is 
appreciated. The Triangle is published every 
month except January and has a circulation 
of 1800, boosted during holiday seasons so 
there’s enough for visitors.
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Book Review Heather O’Connor

Please note: We will discontinue 
classifieds after one month unless 

advised by the advertiser. 
A small donation (in the tin) will be 

appreciated for classifieds.

FOR SALE

Classifieds

AVAILABLE

 Pet of the Month                      Deb Cox

ACCOMMODATION 
WANTED

Guidelines for contributors
Thanks for your local stories and 
photos! We love them and they make 
the Triangle our very own. Just a few 
tips for submitting stories and photos...

1. Stories should be 300 words 
maximum except by prior arrangement.

2. Photos should be sent as 
separate JPG attachments – not 
embedded into your story. Please 
send the original digital photo, 
uncompressed,  so we have as large an 
image as possible to work with. Please 
include a caption for your photo at the 
bottom of the article it accompanies.

3. Send all articles as WORD or 
other TEXT documents. 

4. Please do not send posters or 
flyers! We cannot reproduce or insert 
them. Instead, write a few paragraphs 
about your event and include the date, 
time and venue in that. And attach a 
photo if you have one.

5. Have a think about a headline 
for your story. Believe us, we’re usually 
quite braindead at the end of our 
editorial meeting and can only come 
up with lame puns and cliches. Don’t 
leave it to us! 

6. Deadline is 22nd of the month. 
Any questions at all, please email us 
contributions@thetriangle.org.au 

check it out on our website:
www.thetriangle.org.au

Amy Bloom,  
White Houses $27.99

When I read an advance 
rev iew of  th i s  book ,  I 
immediately got onto Candelo 
Books to order my copy. I have 
been a huge fan of Eleanor 
Roosevelt all my life so I was 
excited to see a new book on 
her. 

Eleanor and Franklin 
entered the White House in 
1933, living through one of the most 
tumultuous times in American history – 
the Great Depression followed by World 
War II. 

As war-time President, Franklin 
didn’t live to see peace in 1945, but Eleanor 
went on to play a critical role in the post-
war struggle for international order and 
universal human rights.

White Houses, however, concentrates 
not so much on her role as a giant in public 
life, but on her relationship with her long-
time lover, Lorena Hicks (Hicks to her 
friends). The story is told from the point of 
view of Hicks, and she certainly opens your 

eyes to the back-room politics 
of the era, and to its scandals. 

Both Eleanor and Franklin 
conducted extra-marital affairs, 
but throughout remained 
faithful and respectful to each 
other. It is hard to see how 
he would have achieved his 
remarkable presidency without 
her. She, on the other hand, 
after his death, grew into the 
most loved and respected First 
Lady in America’s history, an 

advisor to future Presidents and world 
leaders, and an inspiration to human rights 
activists around the world.

I must admit, as an Eleanor groupie, 
I was disappointed there wasn’t more 
of her public life in this new book, but, 
as one friend said, that wasn’t the book 
Amy Bloom was writing. So I went back 
and re-read biographies I had of her that I 
hadn’t opened for years—always a sign of 
a worthwhile read.

Happy reading over the Christmas 
break, and thanks again to the team at The 
Triangle for enabling the monthly review. 

Do you have a house, cabin or granny flat to rent 
- anywhere quiet for a mature woman? Excellent 
references. Ph: 0427 377 450 (keep trying number)

 Toshiba Digital Plain Paper Copier E-Studio16/20/25. 
A3 and A4. Complete with operation manual. Good 
working condition. $100. Call Brian 0408 661 533.

Lounge 3 seater  ( fold-out  double  bed)  and 
matching club chair  with 2 cushions.  Great 
condition. $400. Call  Sharon 0418 264 329.

Motorcycle BMW R1100 RS. 1989 model, 98,000 
kms. Paniers and after market pipe. Excellent 
condition. $4900 ONO. Call Brian 0408 661 533.

Vinnie is one of the smaller pups in his 
litter and though less confident than some 
of his brothers he soon warms up. Vinnie 
has been exposed to many dogs of all sizes 
and ages, and to children as well as small 
farm animals. 

Like all pups, his development will be 
better if he attends Puppy Preschool and 
dog obedience classes so he and his new 
family can learn all the right things to do 
together, and he gets the benefit of further 
socialising with people and other dogs. 
As well as food and ongoing vet checks 
as needed, the owner will need to provide 
secure fencing, adequate shelter for all 
weather conditions plus plenty of time and 
commitment to helping Vinnie become a 
great companion dog. 

The cost of adoption is $375 
which includes de-sexing, two puppy 
vaccinations, microchip, flea, tick and 
worm treatment plus vet check. Please 
‘Adopt don’t Shop’. Call Animal Welfare 
League FSC Branch on 0400 372 609 to 
enquire about other animals available. You 
can also check the face-book page (Animal 
Welfare League Far South Coast Branch).                                     

Do you need financial help to have 
your pet de-sexed? If so please collect a 
subsidy application form from any Bega 
Valley Shire vet before your animal 
reaches six months of age. Please note that 

Far South Coast Branch Animal Welfare 
League NSW volunteers raise the funds 
to support this de-sexing subsidy in the 
Bega Valley Shire and do not receive any 
government funding.

Vinnie loves to cuddle with people or other dogs    

Drama Workshops in the Triangle area for adults and 
children   For more information call Sarah Bee 0455 745 985
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AL-ANON
Bega, Tuesdays 5pm, rear 7th Day Adventist Church, 

Upper St (opposite pool). Ph 6492 0314

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS
Bermagui Saturday 2pm, Anglican Church Hall

Ph Dave on 6493 5014

ANIMAL WELFARE LEAGUE
Far South Coast Branch promotes the welfare of 

companion animals and responsible pet ownership. 
Call 0400 372 609

ANGLICAN PARISH OF COBARGO
Bermagui: All Saints- 1st, 2nd 3rd 4th Sundays 8.00am
Cobargo:Christ Church-1st, 2nd,3rd Sundays 10.00am 
Quaama: St Saviours- 4th Sunday 10.00 am. 
5th  Sunday -  One service  in  par ish  at  10 
am rotation. Contact Tim Narraway 6493 4416

BERMAGUI KNOW YOUR BIBLE 
A non-denominational ladies’ Bible study group 

meets at the Union Church, West Street, at 9.45am 
every Tuesday. All ladies welcome. Ph Maree Selby  

6493 3057 or Lyn Gammage 6493 4960

BERMAGUI BADMINTON CLUB 
Bermagui Sports Stadium. Social Badminton - 
Tuesdays 2 to 4pm, Sundays 10am to 12noon. 

Contact Heather on 6493 6310. 
Competition Badminton – Wednesdays 7pm to 9pm

BERMAGUI BAPTIST CHURCH 
West Street, Bermagui. 

Family Service 11.00 a.m. All Welcome.

BERMAGUI COUNTRY CLUB ARTS SOCIETY
Monday: Porcelain Art; Tuesday: Art, Needlework/
Quilting; Thurs:Leadlighting/mosaics  Fri: Pottery, 

mosaics. Visitors, new members welcome. 6493 4340

THE BERMAGUI MARKET
Last Sunday of the month. Coordinated by the 
Bermagui Red Cross. Gary Stevens, 6493 6581

BERMAGUI & DISTRICT LIONS CLUB
New members welcome. Meet 1st Thurs each month 
at Cobargo Hotel & 3rd Thurs at Bermagui Country 

Club at 6.30 for 7.00pm
 Enquiries: Ray Clements on 0477 017 443. 

BERMAGUI  INDOOR BOWLS CLUB 
Social games meets for Indoor Bowls at Bermagui 

Country Club every Monday afternoon. Names to be 
on list by 2:00pm, games start at 2.30pm. 

No experience necessary. 
Contact Bob Whackett on 6493 3136

BERMAGUI GARDEN GROUP
1st Tuesday every Month 10 am until 12 noon, venues 

vary, phone Heather Sobey on 418 406 068

BERMAGUI CROQUET CLUB
Bermagui Country Club, Thursday 2-4pm  New 

players welcome, tuition and, equipment provided.   
Call Dave,  6493 5014.

BERMAGUI TINY TEDDIES PLAYGROUP
Fridays 10-12 during school term. Newborn, toddlers, 

all welcome! CWA Hall, Corunna St, Bermagui. 

BERMAGUI DUNE CARE
Meets on the third Sunday morning of each month 

Contact: bermaguidunecare@skymesh.com.au

BERMAGUI  SES  UNIT
No. 1 Bermagui-Tathra Rd. Bermagui. 

Meetings every Tuesday 6pm. Ph.  6493 4199

BERMAGUI HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
Meeting First Wednesday of Month, 2.00pm CWA 

rooms, Bermagui.  Researchers & helpers welcome. 
Ph Allan Douch  0428 427 873 or 

Dave Cotton 6493 5014

BERMAGUI U3A
(University of the Third Age)

Lifelong Learning Opportunities
For a full list of courses and timetable visit: 

www.bermagui.u3anet.org.au 

BERMAGUI URBAN FOOD FARMERS 
(BUFF) community gardening and growing 

activities - various times and sites. Contact Paul 
on 0466 013 153 or visit www.facebook.com/

BermaguiUrbanFoodFarmers

BERMAGUI WEIGHTLIFTING CLUB INC.
‘Working with Weights”

Open Monday and Wednesday afternoons
at the Bermagui Sports Stadium.

Contact: John Preston - accredited coach 
Ph 02 6493 5887      mob  0429 179 184

CATHOLIC CHURCH
Weekend Mass times.

Bermagui- Sunday 7:30 am    Cobargo -Saturday 5pm

COBARGO DISTRICT MUSEUM 
Meeting 5 pm 2nd Thursday of the month at 

the Cobargo Museum: researchers, old photos, 
information and new members welcome.  Contacts:

Vicky Hoyer  0422 377 278 / Bev Holland 0408 280 024

COBARGO GARDENING & FRIENDSHIP CLUB
2nd Monday every month – 12 midday. Venues 

vary  For info phone Robyn  Herdegen  6493 8324 or 
Margaret Portbury 6493 6461.

 
COBARGO SHOW MEETING

2nd Wednesday every month, 7.30 pm – CWA 
Rooms. Contact Naomi Rolfe  0417 456 354 

COBARGO PRE-SCHOOL
Child centred, play based preschool education for 3-5 
year olds in a happy, creative & caring enviroment.

Monday-Thursday. Ph 6493 6660

COBARGO PRESCHOOL PLAYGROUP
Families welcome every Thursday 9-10.30am.  
All ages welcome. Bring along a piece of fruit 
to share. A small donation would be greatly 

appreciated. 6493 6660

COBARGO SoA HALL COMMITTEE
Hall bookings and inquiries: Linda  0407 047 404 

email: cobargohall@gmail.com

1ST COBARGO SCOUT GROUP 
Children 6 - 15yrs. Meetings 6.30pm to 8pm in school 

term Cobargo Showground dining hall. Contact  
Graham Parr on 6493 6795

COBARGO TOURIST & BUSINESS ASSOC
Monthly meetings 2nd Tuesdays at Well Thumbed 
Books, 6pm. Contact: David Wilson on 0401 398 141

COBARGO CWA
CWA  Rooms, 2nd Tues of the month, 10.30am. 

cwa.cobargo@gmail.com   Cottage Hire 6493 6428 

COBARGO & DISTRICT RED CROSS
For meeting dates or catering enquiries

phone 0488 048 701, 6493 6948 or 6493 6435

MOBILE TOY LIBRARY
& Parenting Resource Service. All parents of children 

0-6 welcome to join.  Enquiries: 0428 667 924

TILBA MARKET
Home grown, Hand made, Grow it, Make it, Sew it, 
Bake it every Saturday 8am to 12,  Central Tilba Hall

Stall booking essential, phone Kay on 4473 7231 

TILBA VALLEY WINES BRIDGE CLUB
1st Wednesday every  month from 2pm. All 

standards catered for – partners not necessary. 
Visitors to the area especially welcome. Further 

details: Peter 4473 7308

QUAAMA / COBARGO QUILTERS
Meets Mondays 10am – 3.30pm in the CWA Cottage, 
Bermagui Road, Cobargo, and welcomes anyone who 
does patchwork, quilting, or any other needlework.   
Lorraine James 6493 7175 or Mary Cooke 6493 7320.

MT DROMEDARY UNITING CHURCH
Bermagui: Sundays 9am at the Union Church, West 

St. Bermagui, Cobargo: 1st, 2nd & 3rd Sundays 
at 11am; 4th Sausage sizzle at 7pm 

& praise night at 6pm, Cobargo Bermagui Rd. 
For information ring Robyn 64938324

Churches also at Narooma and Bodalla

LIFE DRAWING SESSIONS
Cobargo SofA Hall  every second Sunday.  Set up, 

1.45pm.  Drawing, 2–4pm.  Naomi 6493 7307.

DIGNAMS CREEK COMMUNITY GROUP
Meets randomly. For info phone Shannon Russack, 

Pres. 6493 6512 or Merryn Carey, Sec. 6493 6747.

OPEN SANCTUARY AT TILBA TILBA
Non denominational gatherings every 2nd and 4th 

Saturday, tea/coffee 4.30pm start 5pm.
Discussion group 3rd Saturday.  Meditation 

every Monday at 11am. Other events see website 
opensanctuary.weebly.com.

Inq: Linda Chapman 0422 273 021

HEART TO HEART
2nd & 4th Saturday of month  from 12:00 to 3.00pm 

Discuss the Ageless Wisdoms of Alice A. Bailey 
teachings. Phone: Lorraine on 6493 3061

QUAAMA MEN’S SHED
Meets Wednesdays from 10am at the old fire shed,  

20 Bermaguee Street, Quaama. All men are welcome. 
For information contact John Preston (President) on 

6493 5887 or Ron Higgins on 0408 788 528.

SCHOOL OF ARTS PLAYERS INC (SOAPI)
Enquiries: Robyn Freedman 0410 525 968

WALLAGA LAKE/BERMAGUI MEN’S SHED
Meets Tuesdays & Thursdays from 10am at 
Umbarra Cultural Centre, Akolele. All  men 

welcome. Contact Bill Johnston on 0413 005 419                                          
or Phil Baldwin on 0421 114 882.

THE YUIN FOLK CLUB
The Yuin Folk Club organises the annual Cobargo 

Folk Festival and hosts folk music concerts through-
out the year. Details at www.cobargofolkfestival.com. 

For info ph. Secretary Carolyn Griffin 0400 391 324, 
Treasurer Zena Armstrong 0402 067 615 or  

email info@cobargofolkfestival.com

Community Notices 
are advertised in The Triangle 

for non-profit groups free of charge.  

If details change, please advise us at

contributions@thetriangle.org.au
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Our regulars couldn’t be included so check for summer times.

DECEMBER WHAT WHERE TIME

Sat 1 Quaama Christmas Fair Quaama Hall 9 am – 2 pm
‘Dreams’, $25 Murrah Hall 6.30 pm

Sun 2 Live music: Samantha Sly, free Tilba Valley Winery and Ale House 12.30 pm
Live music: Daisy Boyle, free Cobargo Hotel 4 pm
Live music: Michael Menager, free Bermagui Beach Hotel 4 – 7 pm
Wandella Hall Christmas Tree Wandella Hall 7 pm

Fri 7 Light Up Cobargo street festival Cobargo main street from 5 pm
Sun 9 Live music: Roddy Reason, free Tilba Valley Winery and Ale House 12.30 pm

Galba Forge blacksmithing demo 345 Yowrie Rd, Wandella 1 – 5 pm
Honey Camel Rock Brewery 1 pm
Heartsong Christmas Concert Christ Church, Cobargo 2 pm

Tues 11 Cobargo Seed Savers 18 Blackbutt Drive Cobargo 10 am – 12 noon

Fri 14 Quaama Christmas Party Tennis courts from 5 pm

Community Christmas Carols Bermagui Surf Club lawn 5.45 – 7.30 pm

Sat 15 Community Music Night,  
entry by donation

Murrah Hall from 5 pm

Christmas Folk with Kate Burke and 
James Crabb

Windsong Pavilion, Four Winds, Barragga Bay 7.30 – 9 pm

Sun 16 Live music: Robin Simpson, free Tilba Valley Winery and Ale House 12.30 pm
Community doco: In Pursuit of Silence Old Cobargo Butter Factory 3.30 pm

Fri 21 Open Mic Cobargo Hotel 7.30 pm
Sat 22 Live music: The Loop, free Cobargo Hotel 8 pm
Sun 23 Christmas Party, Live music, Jodez and 

Julianne Jessop, Dust and Echoes
Tilba Valley Winery and Ale House 12.30 pm

Mon 24 Christmas Carols Apex Park, Cobargo 8 pm
Tues 25 Merry Christmas! See General News for church services.
Sun 30 Live music: Two Dogz Plucking, free Tilba Valley Winery and Ale House 12.30 pm
Mon 31 NYE Party, The Hoops, $15/10 kids 

free
Quaama Hall 9 pm

NYE. Live music: Thundergoose, free Cobargo Hotel 9 pm

JANUARY

Sun 6 Live music: Dave Newman, free Tilba Valley Winery and Ale House 12.30 pm
Ocean Lake Extravaganza Ingenia Holiday Park, Wallaga Lake 4 – 7 pm

Fri 11 The Swamp Stompers Murrah Hall from 6.30 pm
Sun 13 Live music: Peter Rich G20, free Tilba Valley Winery and Ale House 12.30 pm

Galba Forge blacksmithing demo 345 Yowrie Rd, Wandella 1 – 5 pm
Live music: Mr Alford, free Cobargo Hotel 4 pm

Fri 18 Open Mic Cobargo Hotel 7.30 pm
Sun 20 Live music: Tony Jaggers, free Tilba Valley Winery and Ale House 12.30 pm
Sat 26 Survival Day event Dickinson Oval, Bermagui afternoon-

evening
Australia Day celebrations Tilba Valley Winery and Ale House 12.30 pm
Live music: The Loop, free Cobargo Hotel 8.30 pm

Sun 27 triple j Hottest 100 celebrations Tilba Valley Winery and Ale House 11.00 am
Blue Child Collective $20/$15 Murrah Hall from 6.30 pm

ART

Dec Fri 7 ‘Kaleidoscope’ opening Lazy Lizard Gallery 5 pm
Dec Sat 8 ‘Of this place’ opening Ivy Hill Gallery 5 pm
Sat 19 Jan Shannon Garson opening Narek Gallery 6 pm
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